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ABSTRACT
The data subset obtained from the Korean National 
Fertility Survey (KNFS), conducted in 1974 as a part of 
the World Fertility Survey,is analyzed to examine the 
extent of fertility differentials by socio-economic 
background and to explain the observed fertility differ­
entials with regard to birth control methods. The 
indicator of fertility used in this study is the 
average number of children ever born for 5430 currently 
married women aged 14-49 who are still in their first 
marriage at the time of the survey. The selected socio­
economic variables are current residence, level of educa­
tion, religion, occupation of husband, and economic 
s tatus.
It is found that among these five socio-economic 
variables the fertility differentials by urban-rural 
residence and educational attainment are more sub­
stantial than the other socio-economic variables, and 
family planning is more important in determining 
fertility than induced abortion. The study also shows 
that both urbanization and educational development, 
as a result of economic development, contribute to a 
sizable part of the total decline in fertility in Korea.
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1CHAPTER 1 
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
A country's population is important for many 
reasons. Foremost among them, from the economic 
point of view, is the fact that it supplies the 
labour needed to make use of its natural resources 
and produced capital: and the number of people to
be supported by given resources is a major determinant 
of the standard of living. For instance, the Gross 
Domestic Production (GDP) divided by the population 
gives per capita GDP. If the population growth 
rate is faster than GDP growth rate, then per capita 
GDP will fall.
There is what may be called an "Iron Law" of 
economic development, as economist H.W.Singer, termed 
it in developing countries (Ganguli:1973:1-2).
Economic development is not merely a process of increase 
of output of goods and services but one of cumulative 
increase. There is cumulative economic development 
so long as the amount of savings, combined with the 
productivity of savings, yields an increase in output 
which is faster than the rate of increase of population.
2After reviewing the literature regarding the 
effect of population growth on economic development, 
Cassen(1976:785) concluded that "little support is 
found for any strong positive or negative relationship 
between growth of population and that of real output, 
but it seems clear that at least among poor developing 
nations a slowing down of population growth must 
facilitate the growth of per capita output"
Korea, one of the developing countries, continues 
to face a serious problem of rapid population growth 
which has long been in existence. Recognition of 
this problem came when the nation was awakened to a 
call for development. Unlike the West where moder­
nization provided an automatic solution for population 
problems, in Korea population growth proved to be a 
formidable barrier to economic development.
With a growing understanding of the seriousness 
of the population problems affecting this "Iron Lav;" 
of economic development, the Korean Government has 
initiated efforts and strategies to find a solution, 
in the form of economic development plans and the 
family planning program. In 1962, the watershed year 
for the Korean people, the long term economic develop­
ment plan was launched and the national family planning 
program was incorporated into that plan, as a popula­
tion control policy.
3With the remarkable success of the economic 
development plan, real growth of national product 
by about 9 percent a year from the early 1960s to the 
mid-1970s (Economic Planning Board, 1979). The World 
Bank, which gives Korea’s per capita annual income 
growth as 7.1 percent from 1960 to 1975, shows equal 
or higher growth rates only for Iran, Japan, Libya, 
Singapore, and Romania (Kim et al, 1979:126), Thus, 
among Third World non-petrol exporting countries, 
only Singapore has a growth record to match that of 
Korea. In line with this development, rapid socio­
economic changes, such as urbanization, educational 
development, changes in economic structure and indus­
trialization have taken place as a process of moder­
nization .
On the other hand, the fertility decline in Korea 
between 1960 and 1974 has been one of the fastest on 
record in any nation in history (Repetto, 1979:70).
The national family planning program has greatly contri­
buted to decreasing fertility with induced abortion 
which played an important role in reducing fertility.
The crude birth rate in pre-program 1960 was 43 per 
thousand population, but declined to 28 in 1975, and the 
total fertility rate (TFR) declined from 6.0 in 1962 
to 3.4 in 1975 (Korean Institute for Family Planning,
19 79) .
4Prior to the diffusion of effective means of 
contraception, induced abortion was the most important 
means of birth control among married Korean women(Hong, 
1974:369, Repetto, 1979:87). Even though illegal until 
1973, induced abortion has been readily available at 
a relatively low cost, at least to urban women. Since 
1960, induced abortion has been increasing, and the 
trend accelerated after the Maternal and Child Health 
Law was promulgated on 2 8 May, 19 73 , which provided 
a wider opportunity for induced abortion on the grounds 
of national social and maternal health needs. The 
ratio of abortions to 1,000 per births in 1975 exceeded 
500 (Korean Institute for Family Planning, 1979:141).
In view of the recent rapid decline in fertility, 
which seems likely to continue, a continuing increase 
in abortion rather than a levelling out could be 
expected. The national family planning program and 
developing commercial contraception are in part com­
petitive with abortion in controlling family size. 
Exposure to the risk of abortion is being reduced.
Thus, ratios of abortions to pregnancies and to live- 
births have continued to rise.
There are various theoretical arguments on the 
cause of fertility decline in developing countries. 
According to the recent writers, the main cause of
5fertility decline is modernization.Family Planning 
programmes in developing countries will be useless 
without social and economic change since modernization 
causes the fertility decline (Lucas, 1980:30-33). 
However, Freedman (1976:38) emphasized two factors: 
firstly, communicating to the people the idea that they 
can control their own fertility, and secondly making 
contraception readily available.
One of the reasons why the theory of demographic 
transition does not explain the rapid fertility transi­
tion of developing countries is that there have been 
many improvements in contraceptive technology and 
increased government interest (Lucas, 1980:33, Srikan- 
tan, 1977:5). Of course, this fertility decline in 
Korea was mainly caused by not only the birth control 
methods such as family planning programmes and abortion, 
but also modernization. Therefore, it is worthwhile 
to examine the fertility differentials among different 
socio-economic backgrounds in Korea, with respect to 
birth control method. It is hoped to provide useful 
information for efficient implementation of the 
National Family Planning Program.
61.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
This study is an attempt to examine the fertility 
differentials according to the socio-economic background 
of the KNFS respondents with regard to birth control 
method. The present study has two main objectives.
The first is to determine whether the fertility of 
married women in Korea differs by socio-economic back­
ground. The second is to find explanations for the 
impact of birth control methods on the observed fertility 
differentials among socio-economic categories.
Korea is an interesting case to study fertility 
differentials because it was predominantly rural and 
less developed and maintained a high level of fertility 
until the 1960s. However, in the 1960s Korea experienced 
rapid economic development and a fast decline in 
fertility as mentioned above. It was within this 
setting of rapid economic growth, urbanization, educa­
tion development and the substantial National Family 
Planning achievements over the last decades that the 
Korean National Fertility Survey was conducted.
The study of fertility differentials in Korea is 
useful in understanding the fertility transition in 
the process of modernization. The experience of the 
demographic transition indicates that fertility 
usually starts to decline first in some sections of 
the society such as the urban, the educated and high
socio-economic status women. It is hoped that the 
present study could find the factors which contributed, 
to some extent, to fertility decline as a result of 
economic development in Korea.
1.3 COUNTRY BACKGROUND
1.3.1 GEOGRAPHICAL AND CULTURAL BACKGROUND
Korea is a peninsula thrusting from the northeast 
Asian mainland in a southerly direction for about 
1,000 km. The shortest distance between Korea and 
Japan is 206 km, and it is about 190 Km to the 
Shantung peninsula in China to the west. The Korean 
peninsula is elongated in a north-south direction and 
separates the Yellow Sea from the East Sea (the Sea 
of Japan) .
The area of the peninsula is 220,958 square 
kilometers. At present, the land is divided into two 
parts; North Korea and South Korea (The Republic of 
Korea). The latter's effective administrative area 
is 98,914 square kilometers or about 45 percent of the 
peninsula.
The people of Korea are composed of a single 
homogeneous ethnic group, different from that of China 
and Japan. The people share a single written and 
spoken language using Hangul (the Korean Alphabet),
8which greatly facilitates communication between people 
and allows for high literacy because it is easy for 
the people to read and write.
The prevalent philosophy of the people has been, 
for hundreds of years, a form of Confucianism. This 
thought has brought about the evolution and persis­
tence of traditional characteristic of marriage, 
family norms and son preference.
1.3.2» POPULATION SIZE AND GROWTH
The first modern Korean census was conducted 
in 1925. From then until the end of World War 2, 
five censuses covering all of the Korean peninsula 
were taken at five-year intervals. From the esta­
blishment of the Republic of Korea in 1948 to the 
present, the Government has conducted five censuses; 
in 1955, 1960, 1966, 1970 and 1975. Thus, while the 
data for the pre-1955 period used in this study 
relate to the entire Korean peninsula, the data for 
the post-1955 period relates only to the Republic of 
Korea.
As shown in Table 1-1, the 1955 Census revealed 
an average growth rate of only 1 percent per annum 
between 1949 and 1955. The extremely low rate of
9Table 1-1 Census population and vital rates in Korea 
during the intercensal periods (1955-75)
Year
Census 
population 
(in thousands)
Average
persons
annual rates per 1,000 
b e t w e e n  Censuses
CER CDR GROWTH RATE
1955 21,502 40.0 33.0 10.1
1960 24,954 43.0 14.6 23.4
19 6 6 29,160 37.0 10.5 26.5
1970 31,435 32.1 9.4 18.8
1975 34,679 27.6 3.6 19.6
Source; Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Economic Planning Board,
1959
1962 , 1969 , 
1972, 19 77
population growth resulted from the disruption of the 
Korean War ( 1950-53) . Between 1955 and 1960 , the 
population of the Republic of Korea increased from 21.5 
to 25.0 million, corresponding to a high annual growth 
rate of 2.3 percent. This high growth rate may be 
attributed to very high birth rates, better medical 
facilities and no family planning.
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Since I960, the population growth rate has shown 
a gradual, steady decline. In 1970, 31.4 million 
people were enumerated and by 1975 had risen to 34.7 
million. These figures correspond to intercensal growth 
rates of 1.8 percent per annum. These decreasing rates 
of population growth, as mentioned above, were caused 
primarily by declining fertility, in turn related to 
the use of family planning and induced abortion.
1.3.3. POPULATION TRANSITION
Basically, the demographic transition refers to a 
change from one stationary situation to another (Lucas, 
1980:30). Blacker (1947:88-101) broke down this 
theory into five distinct stages; high stationary, 
early expanding, late expanding, low stationary, and 
declining. Leibenstein (1974:458-460) classified the 
transitional stage into three; high fertility and 
high mortality, high fertility and low mortality, 
and low fertility and low mortality. When developing 
countries, just like Korea, are analysed in terms of 
population transition,Leibenstein's classification 
may be acceptable because of lack of the fifth phase 
(according to Blacker) and for simplicity.
11
Looking at Korea from the stages of demographic 
transition classified by Leibenstein, the period up to 
1950s falls into the first stage. From 1930 to 1940, 
Korea had a high fertility high mortality population 
structure, with a CBR of 35 and CDR 19 (United Nations, 
1977:172). The country, at that time, was primarily 
an agricultural country.
Starting in the mid-1950's, as discussed in the 
previous section, Korea underwent a drastic change in 
her social structure and population composition. After 
the Korean War in 1950, the introduction of the modern 
medical facilities helped to lower the high mortality 
rate and a CDR of 33 of the period 1950-1955 declined 
to 15 in the period 1955-1960 (EPB, 1963). Due to 
the post-Korean War baby-boom, the fertility level in 
the latter part of the 1950s showed a substantial 
increase in the period 1955-1960, the CBR jumped to 
43 from the previous 40 level of the period 1950-1955 
(EPB, 1969).
Beginning in 1960s, the population in Korea took 
up a new pattern. Due to the vigorous government plan 
in 1962, rapid economic development including family 
planning began to be realized. From 1962 until 1976, 
three economic development plans were successfully 
carried out. A dramatic improvement in income, indus­
trialization, urbanization and the National Family 
Planning Program worked together to take the country
12
into the third stage of demographic transition which 
is characterized by low fertility and low mortality.
In the early part of the 1960s, the CBR dropped to 
the 40 level and in 1975 it stood at 28 and the CDR 
dropped from 14 to 9 in 19 75 (see Table 1-1) .
This evolution from the second to the third stage must 
have been strongly influenced by socio-economic changes 
and the National Family Planning Program.
1.4 THE NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM
1.4.1 EVOLUTION OF THE NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM
Prior to 1961, the Government expressed little 
interest in population problems. Even the importation 
of contraceptive devices was not permitted until the 
Government's anti-natalist policy was first promulgated 
in 1961. At that time, the decision was made to allow 
the importation of contraceptive devices and to permit 
their domestic production (Han, 1969).
From that point onwards, family planning activities 
spread rapidly through women's organizations,research 
institutes, and religious organizations. Most such 
agencies viewed family planning more as a means of 
improving the status of women, or as an enhancement of
13
maternal health, than as an important means of popula­
tion control (Planned Parenthood Federation of Korea, 
1975 : 5 4) .
The United Nations World Population Conference 
held in Bucharest in 1974 adopted a World Population 
Plan of Action that asserted "population and develop­
ment are interrelated; population variables influence 
development and are also influenced by them". The 
plan therefore recommended that "population measures 
and programs should be integrated into comprehensive 
social and economic plans and programs and this 
integration should be reflected in the goals, instru­
mentalities and organizations for planning within the 
countries" (Mauldin et al., 1974:372).
Before the World Population Plan of Action, the 
Korean Government had established an explicit popula­
tion policy in 1962, as an essential part of the 
Economic Development Plans, and had adopted demographic 
targets of reducing the population growth rate within 
the specified plan periods have been reflected in 
subsequent The Five-Year Economic Development Plans.
In so doing, Korea became the third country, following 
India and Pakistan, which adopted a family planning 
program as a national program (Korean Institute of 
Family Planning, 1977:7). Ever since the first expres­
sion of governmental interest in fertility control,' 
family planning has been the focal point of population
14
policy in Korea. The focus on family planning has 
continued to dominate Korean thinking on population 
issues.
1.4.2. GOALS AND ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE NATIONAL 
FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM
According to Census figures, the population of 
Korea in 1960 was about 25.0 million and had been 
growing at a rate of 2.9 percent per year during the 
1955-1960 period. Reduction of this high rate of 
increase was made an integral part of the First Five Year 
Economic Development Plan. The ten year plan for the 
family planning program formulated in 1963, set targets 
of reductions in the annual population growth rate to 
2.5 percent in 1966 and 2.0 percent in 1971 (Ahn,1974:5). 
In practice the population growth rate has declined 
from 2.5 percent in 1966 to an average of 1.8 percent 
between 1966 and 1970.
This continued decline in the rate of population 
growth was reflected in the new target of 1.5 percent 
in 1975. This expected decline, combined with the 
expected increase in Gross Domestic Product, resulted 
in a 52 percent increase in per capita GNP from 1970 
to 1975 (Republic of Korea, 1969:26).
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The National Family Planning Program is not,of 
course,the only factor affecting fertility and population 
growth. Higher age at marriage and the increased 
incidence of induced abortion have also played an 
important part. It is not possible to measure the 
relative impact of these factors in reducing fertility 
with any real precision, but some studies have been 
conducted which give us a rough idea of the relative 
demographic effect of the program and other factors.
It appears that of a 30 percent decline in fertility 
registered over the first ten years of the program's 
activity, about 12 percent was due to the rise in age 
at marriage, around 7 percent to the increase in the 
use of induced abortion, and the remaining 11 percent 
to family planning (Ahn, 1974:5-6). These estimates 
indicate that the National Family Planning program 
has played a significant role in fertility decline 
in Korea.
1.5. SOURCE OF DATA
The data for this study is mainly based on the data 
subset derived from Korean National Fertility Survey 
(KNFS) which was conducted by Economic Planning Board 
(EPB) and Korean Institute for Family Planning (KIEP) 
beginning on August 1974, as a part of the World
16
Fertility Survey. The number of respondents of the 
KNFS is 5430 ever married women still in their first 
marriage. Therefore the respondents are ever married 
and currently married women. While KNFS first country 
report (EPB,1977:58), published in December 1977, 
describes individual survey sample size as 5420 ever 
married women. The difference in the number of the 
sample size between the data subset and the KNFS first 
country report might come from the time lag spent in 
the data preparation and arrangement, since the data 
subset was released in June 1980.
Although the data subset has a sample size of 
10 more than the report, hardly any differences of 
socio-economic background of the additional respondents 
could be found. The distribution of the respondents 
of the report by current residence and religion is 
shown in Table 1 of Appendix B. The KNFS sample design 
aimed for a self-weighting, nationally representative, 
probability sample. Census enumeration districts 
were used as the primary sampling units (EPB, 1977:33). 
The subset variables used for this study are shown in 
Appendix A.
1.6 SCOPE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY
The analysis of this study relies on the general 
conceptual framework proposed by Davis and Blake 
(1956:211-235) in a now classic paper. They classified
17
the intermediate variables which determine fertility as 
intercourse variables, conception variables and gesta­
tion variables, according to the stages of the process of 
reproduction. The intermediate variables which are 
present in every society offer a means of approach to 
analyzing the effect of socio-economic factors on 
fertility.
These intermediate variables are the channels 
through which norms regarding marriage, family size, 
and contraceptive or induced abortion practice influence 
fertility, and hence, the channels through which socio­
economic factors affect fertility, as shown in Figure 
1-1. In general, the flow of causation is uniform 
from left to right. This implies that socio-economic 
factors, as explanatory variables, influence ferti­
lity only through some set of intermediate variables.
In this application of the Davis-Biake framework, the 
intermediate variables which are taken into considera­
tion are;(1) family planning (contraception) and (2) 
induced abortion.
The selection of the social and economic indicators, 
as explanatory variables, is based on a United Nations 
publication which summarizes statistical evidence of 
association between social and economic variables 
and fertility derived from studies in many countries 
over time (United Nations, 1973:96-105). In this study,
18
.Figure 1-1. The Davis-Blake conceptual framework
Socio- Inter-
economic mediate
factors variables
affecting af fecting
fertility- fertility
Fertility
Norms
regarding
fertility
Norms
regarding
mediate
variables
inter-
the socio-economic variables are; urban-rural residence, 
educational levels, religion groups, occupational 
groups and economic status. Ethnic group, which 
is not relevant to Korea because the ethnic popula­
tions other than Korean are less than one per thousand 
of total population, has been excluded.
The indicator of fertility used in this study 
is children ever born(CEB) to ever-married women. 
However, since the subset included no currently divorced 
or widowed women, the study refers in fact to currently 
married women. According to Park (1978;118), the 
advantages of using CEB to study differential fertility
19
are several. First, period rates may fluctuate under 
the influence of temporary changes in condition of the 
country or region in question. Second, differential 
fertility analyses are thought to be more meaningful 
when they are based on measures of completed or nearly 
completed fertility. Another advantage of using CEB 
is that completed or nearly completed fertility is 
not significantly affected by the differences in the 
proportion of married women. However, it must be 
admitted that CEB is not free of the influence of the 
peculiarities of fertility behavior of a particular 
socio-economic group of women.
This study is divided into six chapters.
Chapter 1 is devoted to the description of general 
demographic features of Korea including the family 
planning program and the outline of the study.
Chapter 2 deals with the socio-economic background of 
the data subset respondents. Chapter 3 is concerned 
with the level of fertility differentials according 
to socio-economic categories. Chapter 4 describes 
differential fertility by family planning, and the 
same by induced abortion is discussed in Chapter 5. 
The final Chapter 6 provides a summary of findings
and conclusion.
20
CHAPTER 2
SOCIO-ECONOMIC BACKGROUND OF KNFS RESPONDENTS
2.1 INTRODUCTION
The main objective of this chapter is to provide 
a brief description of the socio-economic background 
of the KNFS respondents in question, and the major 
interrelationship among the socio-economic variables 
that is applicable to an understanding of this study's 
findings. The relationship between background 
characteristics and fertility and family planning is 
often confounded by two demographic variables: wife's 
age and marital duration. The distributions of the 
women, respectively, by age group and by marital dura­
tion are shown in Table 2-1 and 2-2.
The respondents of the KNFS are 5430 ever married 
women, still in first marriage, aged 14-49. More than 
50 percent are less than 35 years of age and more than 
70 percent of those belong to the group less than 
20 years marital duration (see Table 2-1 and 2-2).
2.2 CURRENT RESIDENCE
The KNFS first country report (EPB, 1977:60) 
classifies the current residence of respondents into 
three categories; "city", defined to include the
21
Table 2-1 Percentage distribution of respondents by 
marital duration and by socio-economic 
background, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic Marital Duration in Years
Background Number Percent ____________________________
All o 1 U3 10-19 20-29 30 +
ALL WOMEN 5430 100 100.0 41.0 29.9 21.7 7.4
CURRENT RESIDENCE 
Rural 2587 47.6
(5430)
100.0
(2225)(1622) 
32.0 32.5
(1179)
25.8
(404)
9.7
Urban 2843 52.4 100.0 49.1 27.5 18.0 5.4
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 1140 21.0 100.0 7.2 30.6 38.9 2 3.2
Primary school 2730 50.3 100.0 40.7 33.2 21.7 4. 4
Middle school 913 16.8 100.0 63.4 24.3 11.0 1.3
High school 508 9.4 10 0.0 69.7 21.9 7.3 1.2
College or higher 139 2.6 100.0 71.2 23.7 4. 3 0.7
RELIGION
None 3348 61.7 100.0 42.7 29.7 20.3 6.9
Buddhist 1280 23.6 100.0 34.5 31. 3 24.6 9.5
Protestant 527 9.7 100.0 46.1 29.2 18.4 6. 3
Catholic 203 3.7 100.0 46. 8 23.6 22.7 6.9
Other 72 1.3 10 0.0 23.6 34.7 34.7 6.9
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never worked 38 0.7 100.0 47.4 23.7 18.4 10.5
Agricultural 1852 34.1 10 0.0 25.4 32.5 29.7 12.4
Manual 1700 31.3 10 0.0 49.2 28.6 16.8 5.4
Sales and service 916 16.9 100.0 46.9 29.9 18.1 5.0
Clerical 406 7.5 100.0 54.2 24.1 17.5 4.2
Professional 497 9.2 10 0.0 48.5 29.0 19.1 3. 4
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low (0-2) 219 4 40.4 100.0 43.1 27.8 21.2 7.9
Middle(3-5) 2829 52.1 100.0 40.7 30.6 21.1 7.5
High (6+ ) 407 7.5 100.0 31.4 35.6 28.7 4.2
Source: The data Subset
Note: ( ) indicates the number
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Table 2-2 Percentage distribution of respondents 
by age and by socio-economic background 
Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
Background All
< 25
Age Group 
25-34 35-44 45 +
ALL WOMEN 100.0 11.3 41. 4 34.9 12.4
(5430) (612) (2250) ( 1893) (675)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 100.0 32.0 32.5 25.8 9.7
Urban 100.0 49.1 27.5 18.0 5.4
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 100.0 1.2 18.0 49 . 4 31.4
Primary school 100.0 13.1 41.5 36.3 9.0
Middle school 100.0 17.6 55.5 22.3 4.7
High school 10 0.0 14.2 61.2 20.3 4. 3
College or Higher 100.0 5.6 68.3 22.3 4.3
RELIGION
None 100.0 12.7 42.2 33.9 11.2
Buddhist 100.0 8.0 38. 4 38.3 15.4
Protestant 100.0 12.0 43.6 32.6 11. 8
Catholic 100.0 8.9 44.3 31.5 15.3
Other 10 0.0 4.2 37.5 43.1 15.3
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked 100.0 13.2 44.7 28.9 13.2
Agricultural 100.0 9.7 30.6 41.7 18.0
Manual 100.0 13.9 47.1 30.1 8.9
Sales and service 100.0 11.2 46.7 32.6 9 . 4
Clerical 100.0 10.8 49.3 29.3 10.4
Professional 100.0 8.7 45.5 34. 4 11.5
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 100.0 15.0 40.2 32. 4 12.4
Middle 10 0.0 9.7 42.7 35.5 12.1
High 100.0 2.2 39.1 44.0 14.7
Source: The data Subset
Mote: ( ) indicates the number
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Table 2-3 Annual growth rate per 100 by urban, rural 
and whole country and by year (1955-1975)
Area 1955-69 1961-65 1966-70 1971-75
Average
1955-75
Whole country 2.84 2.65 1. 88 1.96 2.38
Urban 5.42 5.74 6.98 5.20 5.77
Rural 1.95 1.28 -1. 15 -0.66 0.49
Sources: EPB(1963,1969,1972,1977)
35 cities of Korea with population 50,000 or over; "town", 
defined as rural places with population between 20,000 
and 50,000; and "village" defined as place with population 
under 20,000. This classification is based on the legal 
definition of the public administrative unit in Korea.
However, the respondent's current residence in this 
study is classified into two categories: urban and rural.
Most demographers agree that the size of a place and the 
industrial composition of its population are the two 
basic criteria which distinguish urban and rural areas, 
although the ambiguity caused by an arbitrary geogra­
phical delimitation and occupational classification is 
not solved (Park,1978:14). In terms of these criteria 
the administrative cities can be accepted as the urban
population and the others as the rural population.
In addition to the above criteria, there is one reason 
why the combination of town with rural rather than with 
urban is preferred in this study. As shown in appendix 
B Table 2, the town category is small in sample size 
(N= 410) .
According to the Economic Planning Board (1977) y 
forty eight percent of the population in Korea lived in 
urban areas in 1975. From the data of KNFS, 52 percent 
(N=2843) out of all respondents (N=5430) live in urban 
areas and 48 percent (N=2587) reside in rural areas.
The urban population has grown at an average 
annual rate of 5.8 percent since 1955, while the rural 
population has grown by only 0.5 percent per annum.
During the most intensive urbanization period ( 1966-70) , 
the urban population increased at an average annual 
rate of 7.0, while the rural population decreased by 
1.2 percent per annum on the average (see Table 2-3). 
Davis (1970) reported that the proportion of those living 
in urban areas grew about one percent per year in Korea 
which was the most rapid growth in the world. In most 
developing countries, the proportion urban grew between 
2 and 3 percent per year during the quarter century 
1950-1975; while in Korea, 5.8 percent year during 
1955-1975 (Mills, 1979: 4-5).
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As shown in Table 2-1 and 2-2, the urban residents 
are slightly younger and more recently married women 
than rural residents. There are also obvious difference 
in the level of educational attainment by current resi- 
cence. The urban residents are better educated than 
rural residents (see Table 2-4).
This rapid expansion of urban population is not 
because of higher urban fertility but because of migra­
tion of rural population into the cities. Rural emigra­
tion in Korea can be interpreted in many way, but indus­
trialization in the process of the economic development 
can be regarded as having a very large influence.
In addition, the period after the Liberation was marked 
by an "educational fever". Since the majority of edu­
cational institutions were in urban areas, the movement 
of the education-seeking age group into the cities was 
inevitable. Having broken the age-old dependence of the 
vast majority of the population on agriculture with all 
its limitations, and perceiving the urban-rural income 
differential, the younger people in rural areas migrated 
toward the cities.
2.3 EDUCATION
Numerous studies have contributed substantially
to the present awareness of education as an instrument
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of personal and social development (Muhammad, 1965:67). 
Korea has an unbalanced pattern of productive resources; 
a very limited endowment of natural resources and abun­
dant and relatively highly trained stock of human 
resources, which is the result of educational development.
Korea's educational efforts increased and became 
more advanced in relation to the country's level of real 
output (Coale et al., 1971:138). Investment in education 
averaged 9 percent of GNP over the period 1960-1975, 
and approximately two-thirds of this represented direct 
investment by households (EPB, 1979). Consequently, the 
educational status of the adult population and school- 
enrollment rates changed dramatically.
The most striking development in education is 
quantitative growth. The growth of number of primary 
students more than doubled and that of middle and high 
school students almost tripled from 1960 to 1975.
The number of students of college or higher education 
in 1975 was nearly four times greater than that of 
college or higher education in 1960 (Ministry of Educa­
tion , 19 78 ) .
The school system adopted in Korea after World War 
2 is a 6-3-3-4 system, which divided education into 
6 years of primary school, three years of middle school,
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three years of high school, and four years of college 
or university training. The Constitution of Korea 
guarantees every citizen equal educational opportu­
nities according to his or her ability. At least, 
the primary education of all children has been free 
and compulsory by law since 1948.
In completing educational level up to university 
training in the normal way 16 years of education 
are required. In this study, educational level is 
grouped in five categories: no school, primary school 
(1-6 years), middle school (7-9 years), high school 
(10-12 years) and college or higher (more than 12 years). 
The women who attended college are classified into 
college or higher category. This principal of the 
classification goes to all categories of educational 
level. As shown in Table 2-1, and 2-2, out of the 
total number of respondents (N=5430) 21 percent (N=1140) 
report no schooling, and 50 percent (N=2730) report 
only primary school education. It is clear from these 
table that educational attainment is closely related 
to both age and marital duration.
Those who report no schooling are definitely con­
centrated in the older ages and longer marital durations, 
while those with middle school education or higher 
are concentrated in the younger ages and the shorter 
marital durations. These trends result from the recent
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improvement in educational opportunities in Korea 
for women. The level of education of the respondents 
by current residence indicates that a lower level of 
education is found among rural residents and a higher 
level of education among urban residents (see Table 
2-5) .
2.4 RELIGION
The main religions of Korean society could be 
classified as Confucianism, Buddism, Protestantism, 
and Catholicism by the number of followers. The 'other 
religion' category covers Chondogyo, Taejonggyo, Wonbulgyo 
and some traditional religions. Out of all respondents 
(N=5430), the majority (62 percent) of respondents 
confessed no religion (N=3348), 24 percent (N=1280) 
Buddhism, 10 percent (N=527) Protestantism, 4 percent 
(N=203) Catholicism, 1 percent (N=72) other religions 
(see Table 2-1) .
In western countries the primitive religions have 
tended to disappear as more sophisticated religions 
have gained supremacy (Park, 1978:132). In Korea, the 
introduction of sophisticated religions has not resulted 
in the disappearance or suppression of 'primitive'
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religions such as Shamanism and Animism. When Buddhism 
and Confucianism, two dominant traditional religions 
which have influenced the way of life of Koreans for 
thousands of years, entered into Korea from continental 
Asia, neither considered itself in conflict with the 
other nor in opposition to the 'primitive' religions.
Christianity, the only imported religion to 
proclaim its exclusive possession of the 'truth', has 
not been able to make much headway against the habit 
of religious syncretism (Ministry of Culture and Infor­
mation, 1979:191). Therefore, members of a Korean 
family may be affiliated with more than one religion, 
and one person may be at the same time a church-going 
Christian, a venerator of Confucianism, and a patron 
of Buddhist temples. This may be the reason why a 
majority of women in the KNFS stated that they had no 
religion.
One of the other reasons is the thought of Con­
fucius embraced no consideration of the supernatural, 
except for an impersonal divine order referred to as 
heaven, which let human affairs strictly alone as long 
as relative order and good government prevailed on 
each. Hence, Confucians, who are the majority of 
Korean people in terms of religion used to think Con­
fucianism is not religion but an ethical-moral system
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intending to govern the relationship within the 
family and the state in harmonious unity. For the 
purpose of the KNFS, women who reported themselves 
as Confucian, which is more a generalized ethical basis 
for all Korean society common to virtually all groups 
rather than to a specific religious group, are classi­
fied as having no religion. The habit of religious 
syncretism is very important to understand fertility 
differentials by religion.
There is very little variation between the reli­
gious groups in age composition and marital duration 
distribution, as can be seen Table 2-1 and 2-1.
However, there is some variation by current residence 
and education, the latter substantially more than the 
former. Respondents with no religion are slightly 
more frequent in rural than in urban areas according to 
Table 2-4 and 2-5. Protestants and Catholics have had 
better education generally than those who are reported as 
no religion. These relationships suggest that the 
effect of religion on fertility, family planning and 
induced abortion is likely to reflect to some extent 
the effects of current residence and education.
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2.5 HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Many governments in developing countries have 
become deeply concerned with the increasingly trouble­
some problem of creating constructive employment oppor­
tunities for their rapid growing populations. Develop­
ment strategies comprise efforts of devising policies 
wiuhin existing constraints and with given resources, 
which will ease the employment problems (Edwards,1974:25).
Sin^e the introduction of the economic development 
planning Korea has succeeded in creating employment 
opportunities, despite the rapid increase of the econo­
mically active population. The unemployed rate has 
decreased from 8.2 percent in 1963 to 4.1 percent in 
19 7 5 (EPB , 19 79).
In 1963, among the 7.7 million persons employed, 
only 9 percent were engaged in mining and manufacturing, 
vhile agricuxture, forestry and fishery occupied 63 
percent of the labor force. By contrast in 1975 among 
the 11.3 million persons employed, the respective 
shares were 45 percent in agriculture, forestry and 
fishery, 20 percent in mining and manufacturing and 
3j percent in the social overhead capital and service
sectors (EPB,1979).
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Despite a number of problems in measurement and 
classification, occupation is widely used as a cri­
terion for classifying individuals into different 
social strata. Husband's occupation tells something 
about the status and life style of the couple. The 
six groups of occupation in Table 2-1 and 2-2 are 
based on the slight modification of the International 
Classification of Occupations.
Differences in the composition of husband's occu­
pation by wife's age and marital duration are slight, 
except for the agricultural workers whose wives tend 
to be somewhat older and married longer than the 
others (see Table 2-1 and 2-2). The largest group 
(34 percent) in husband's occupation consisted of agri­
cultural workers (N=1852). Out of all respondents 
(N=5430), 31 percent are reported manual workers, 17 
percent sales and service, 9 percent professional,
8 percent clerical, and 1 percent never worked.
Husband's occupation is closely associated with 
respondent's current residence and her educational 
background (see Table 2-4 and 2-5). More than 90 per­
cent of agricultural workers live in rural areas and 
more than 70 percent of the other groups of workers 
reside in urban areas. Among the husband's occupation
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groups, the higher level of education of wife is found 
in the professional and clerical groups, and the lower 
level of education of wife is observed in the agricul­
tural group.
2.6 ECONOMIC STATUS
No family income data were obtained in KNFS.
The World Fertility Survey recommended that the house­
hold schedule included questions on household availa­
bility of certain modern objects (EPB, 1977:63). The 
KNFS included a list of nine objects: clock or watch,
bicycle, radio, sewing machine, television set, phono­
graph, refrigerator, piano or organ, and telephone.
The ownership of modern material property was 
sometimes used as one index of modernity, which is 
assumed to be linked to the modern values of respondents 
(Freedman, 1970:30-32). However, that of modern material 
property was used frequently as an index of economic 
status in the study of fertility (Cleland, 1966:105-106). 
The KNFS does not provide available income data or economic 
status data of the respondents. In this study, the 
ownership of material property is applied to an index
of economic status.
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Table 2-4 Percentage distribution of respondents by 
socio-economic background and by current 
residence, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
background
All
Current
Rural
residence
Urban
ALL WOMEN 10 0.0 47.6 52.4
(5430) (2587) (2843)
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 100.0 73.6 26.4
Primary school 10 0.0 52.0 48.0
Middle school 100.0 25.6 74.4
High school 100.0 16.7 83.3
College or higher 100.0 6.5 93.5
RELIGION
None 100.0 52.1 47.9
Buddhist 100.0 41.6 58.4
Protestant 100.0 38.9 61.1
Catholic 100.0 35.5 64.5
Other 100.0 47.2 52.8
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked 100.0 44.7 54.3
Agricultural 100.0 90.9 9.1
Manual 100.0 26.0 74.0
Sales and service 100.0 22.5 77.5
Clerical 100.0 22.9 77.1
Professional 100.0 28.6 71.4
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 100.0 51.6 48. 4
Middle 100.0 49.1 50.9
High 100.0 16.0 84.0
Source: The data Subset
Note: ( ) indicates the number
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Table 2-5 Percentage distribution of respondents by 
socio-economic background and education, 
Korea, 1974
Socio-economic Education
background All No
school
Primary
school
Middle
school
High
school
Co lieg* 
or
Hierher
ALL WOMEN 100.0 21,0 50.3 16.8 9.4 2.6
(5430)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
(1140) (2730) (913) (508) (139)
Rural 100.0 32.4 54.9 9.0 3. 3 0.3
Urban 10 0.0 10.6 46.1 23.9 14.9 4.6
RELIGION
None 100.0 24.1 51.4 14.7 7.9 1.9
Buddhist 100.0 17.2 50.1 21.6 9. 1 2.1
Protestant 100.0 12.9 44.4 19.7 15.4 7.6
Catholic 100.0 11.8 46.3 17.2 20.2 4. 4
Other 100.0
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
29.2 56.9 6.9 5.6 1. 4
Professional 100.0 1. 8 26.4 24.9 31. 4 15.5
Clerical 10 0.0 5.2 33.3 30.8 24.6 6.2
Sales and servicelOO.O 9.7 52.3 21.7 13.4 2.8
Manual 100.0 15.2 57.3 21.1 5.9 0.4
Agricultural 100.0 40.5 53.8 4.8 0.8 0.1
Never worked 100.0 26.3 26. 3 26.3 15.8 5.3
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 100.0 28.3 51.4 14.1 5.2 0.5
Middle 100.0 17.4 52.4 17.9 10.1 2.3
High 10 0.0 3.7 29.7 24.3 26. 8 15.5
Source: The data Subset
Note: ( ) indicates the number
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A score on material property for each respondent 
was derived in terms of the reported number of items.
In this study, the respondents are classified into 
three groups of economic status on the basis of material 
property scores; low (0-2 items), middle (3-5 items), 
and high (6 or more items). The scores do not take 
account of the qualities or relative values of the 
property items. This classification provides only a 
crude indication of relative economic status of the 
respondents.
The variations of economic status by age and 
marital duration are slight as shown Table 2-1 and 
2-2. However, urban residence is associated with 
markedly higher economic status, and there is a strong 
positive relation between education and economic 
status (see Tables 2-4 and 2-5).
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CHAPTER 3
FERTILITY LEVELS AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC DIFFERENTIALS
3.1 INTRODUCTION
The major concern of this chapter is to determine 
the level of fertility and to understand the differen­
tials by controlling for socio-economic background 
variables. The data used in this chapter are derived 
from the data subset. Whereas the crube birth rate, 
the age-specific fertility rates, and the total 
fertility rate serve as indicators of the current 
fertility level, children ever born (CEB) is a 
yardstick of fertility covering births that occurred 
up to the time of survey. In this study, the level 
of fertility is presented as the average number of 
CEB, used as an indicator of fertility.
3.2 GENERAL TREND OF FERTILITY
Table 3-1 shows that little difference exists in 
the average number of CEB from 1966 through 1974.
In all but the youngest and oldest age groups, there 
was d declining trend from 1966 to 1974. In 1966,
38
Table 3-1 Average number of children ever born for 
ever married women by age and years 
(1966-1974)
Age
1966(1) 
Census
1970 (2) 
Census
1974 (3) 
KNFS
15-19 0.5 0.5 0.5
20-24 1.1 1.0 1.0
25-29 2.3 2.1 2.0
30-34 3.8 3.5 3.4
35-39 4.9 4.5 4.4
40-44 5.5 5.3 5.1
45-49 5.7 5.6 5.8
All Ages 3.8 3.7 3.6
*Standardized 3.9 3.7 3.6
Note : *: Standardized average number of CEB based
on the distribution of all women in the
KNFS sample by age group.
Source : 1) EPB 1966 P. 104-105
2) EPB 1973 P. 18-19
3) The data subset
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the average number of CEB for all age categories 
was 3.8, which decreased to 3.6 in 1976. The standar­
dized average number of children based on the distri­
bution of all women in the KNFS sample by age group 
also shows the same declining trend, which decreased 
from 3.9 in 1966 to 3.6 in 1974.
However, the average number of CEB for the 
oldest age group (45-49) which could be taken as 
a measure of completed family size, does not show a 
decline. The decline was somewhat more marked in 
the age group 35-39 and greater between 1966 and 
1970 than between 1970 and 1974.
3.3 CURRENT RESIDENCE AND FERTILITY
In developed countries rural fertility is generally 
higher than urban (Lucas, 1980:82). Ritchey and Stokes 
(1971:373-374) found that women of urban residence have 
lower fertility than those of rural residence, after 
analysis of the data from the National Survey of Economic
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Table 3-2 Average number of children ever born for
currently married women by marital duration 
and by socio-economic background, Korea, 1974
Socio-Economic Marital Duration in Years Standar-
Background dized
0-9 10-19 20-29 30 + All
ALL WOMEN 1.84 4.06 5.30 6.28 3.59 3.59
(2225) (1622) (1179) (404) (5430)
CURRENT RESIDENCE 
Rural 1.90 4.50 5.92 6.69 4.25 3.91
Urban 1.81 3.60 4.50 5.64 2.99 3.21
LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
No school 2.45 4.61 5.69 6.60 5. 34 4. 11
Primary school 1.99 4.17 5.28 5.80 3.59 3.64
Middle school 1.68 3.45 4.52 NA 2.47 2.92
High school 1.57 3.03 3.60 NA 2.07 2.52
College or Higher 1.61 2.94 3.00 NA 2.01 2. 37
RELIGION
None 1.83 4.17 5.50 6.48 3.61 3.67
Buddhist 1.95 3.91 5.02 6.05 3.70 3.51
Protestant 1.70 3.95 4.90 5. 88 3.21 3. 38
Catholic 1.79 3.58 4.91 NA 3.25 3.10
Other 2.29 3.92 5.72 NA 4.25 3.62
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked NA NA NA NA 2.29 -
Agricultural 2.05 4.60 5.99 6.81 4.66 4.02
Manual 1.83 3.92 4.84 5.75 3.15 3.40
Sales and Service 1. 76 3.68 4.68 5.50 3.05 3.25
Clerical 1.75 3.56 4.61 5. 47 2.84 3. 19
Professional 1. 77 3.50 4.52 NA 2.92 2.97
ECONOMIC STATUS 
Low 1.73 4.16 5.30 6.20 3.52 3.56
Middle 1.91 4.09 5.44 6.35 3.66 3.66
High 2.09 3.51 4.62 NA 3.50 3.14
Note: * Standardized average number of CEB based on the 
distribution of all women in the sample by 
marital duration 
NA: Less than 20 sample size
Source: The data subset
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Opportunity in America. They explained that the urban- 
rural differentials in fertility were the result of the 
differential allocation of rural migrants in the class 
structure.
In Asia recent World Fertility Survey findings 
confirm the lack of any real pattern(Lucas,1980:82).
In Pakistan, mean births were lower for rural than for 
urban, while in Indonesia the urban-rural difference 
was slight. Fernando(1974:451) observed that larger 
families are more prevalent in rural areas than in urban 
in his study on differential fertility in Sri Lanka.
In Korea, persistent differentials in fertility 
between urban and rural area after the 1930s were 
observed(Cho et al.,1977:98-99; Stoeckel, 1975:380).
Kwon(1977:153-158) interpreted the differentials by 
urban-rural residence as related to the differential 
age and sex structure of the population between urban 
and rural areas. Chang et al(1974:81) explained that 
the urban-rural differentials were largely accounted 
for by the difference in the proportion of family 
planning practice.
From the KNFS data, shown in Table 3-2 it is 
observed that the fertility of urban women is thirty 
percent lower than that of rural, and the difference 
decreases to 18 percent when the marital duration is
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standardized. The longer the duration of marriage, the 
greater the percentage difference by type of residence, 
except among those with more than 30 years marital 
duration. It is widely known that urban-rural fertility 
differences are due in part to differences in the socio­
economic group composition of urban and rural populations. 
Landis(1943: 101-102), in his study on a cultural inter­
pretation of world population problems, interpreted the 
urban-rural fertility differentials thus: the value 
systems were quite different in those urban and rural 
areas, people living in rural areas are fatalistic, 
also access to birth control devices and the practice 
of abortion are easier in urban areas than in rural.
A study on urban-rural differential fertility in 
Korea was carried out by Stoeckel(1975:378-401).
Stoeckel found that during the period 1966-71 the 
fertility difference in terms of parity between urban 
and rural women had been widening. His findings suggested 
that marital fertility differences between urban and 
rural sectors became progressively larger during the 
period of fertility decline in Korea. Stoeckel observed 
that education and other socio-economic variables are 
the factors which accentuate the urban-rural fertility 
difference. It may be inferred from his study that 
a sustained rise in educational levels in both urban 
and rural areas up to the point where there would be no
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urban-rural difference in educational level would ulti­
mately result in an ending of urban-rural differences 
in fertility. One of the factors accounting for the 
differentials may be the concentration of older women 
in the rural area as a result of urbanization of younger 
women.
Park(1978: 188-189) concluded that the urban-rural 
differential fertility in Korea, in terms of CEB to 
ever-married women aged 35-44, was not solely attribu­
table to the fact that urban women had higher social 
and economic status than do their rural counterparts.
In other words, urban residence is itself shown to be 
an important factor in lowering fertility. Current 
residence of respondents, along with other social and 
economic variables, is an important factor affecting 
fertility in Korea.
3.4 EDUCATION AND FERTILITY
Education, regardless of level, is seen most often 
as a simplistic quantity or quality, which affects 
attitudes or behavior directly or indirectly in a linear 
and overwhelmingly progressive way. It supposedly 
contributes to value and attitudinal reorientation towards 
the modern, making for greater self-interest, rationality,
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planning and calculating, all of which are expected to 
influence fertility(Graff, 1979:125). There is a general 
hypothesis that fertility decreases with the increasing 
levels of education. This hypothesis has been tested 
empirically across a wide range of societies to yield 
a consistent pattern. Kasarda(1971, 307-317) inves­
tigated into empirical relationships and suggested that 
education bore a strong inverse relationship to fertility. 
Hull and Hull(1977: 43-57) showed from Indonesian data 
that women with no education and secondary education 
had a lower mean number of births than those with primary 
education. They contend that the fertility differentials 
exhibited by level of education of married women are 
at least partially real and not merely the result of 
recall lapse of uneducated women.
Holsinger and Kasarda(1976:156-169) advocate 
that education influences fertility in three ways(1) 
by exerting a direct effect on fertility (2) by affecting 
other variables that have a direct effect on fertility 
and (3) by the interaction effect of education and other 
independent variables. However, Cochrane(19 79 : 55-56) 
refused to divide these effects of education on fertility 
into these three categories, because the distinction 
between direct and indirect effects was unclear and it 
was difficult to conceive how education by itself could 
alter fertility without acting through either biological 
or behavior variables. Cochrane laid emphasis on the
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indirect effects and limited interaction effects when 
the effect of education on fertility should be considered, 
because the other effects involved a much more detailed 
examination of materials than a simple examination of 
the relationship between education and completed 
fertility.
Several studies found that education was inversely 
associated with fertility (Goldstein,1972; Anderson,
1975; Yaukey, 1963). Caldwell(1968:71) studied the urban 
elite of Ghana and found that those who had attained 
higher than middle school education had fertility about 
23 percent lower than those with less educational 
attainments.
The simplest way to investigate the association 
between education and fertility is to compare the average 
fertility of the educated with that of the uneducated 
as shown in Table 3-2, which shows an outstanding 
inverse relationship between level of education and 
fertility. The fertility of the primary school level 
educated women is 54 percent lower than that of those 
of college or higher educated by standardized data.
The differences are small in recently married groups 
but widen with length of marriage.
For each duration of marriage, the percentage 
differences in the average number of CEB are greater 
between educational levels than between type of residence,
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although in both cases the differential fertility 
by education and type of residence is substantial.
Since declines in fertility in recent decades have been 
associated with rapid economic development in Korea, 
the fertility differential by urban rural residence 
and level of education could be expected. Similarly, 
in this developmental context and in the usual course 
of the diffusion and adoption of an innovation such as 
family planning and induced abortion, the greatest 
receptivity to and practice of family planning and 
abortion is initially among the educated and the urban 
segments of the population as discussed in the previous 
section.
According to Caldwel1(1980: 25-33), industrializa­
tion stimulates mass education in developing countries.
As a result of educational attainment, the people would 
like to change the values and attitudes toward family 
size and norms, which lower fertility dramatically 
in most of these countries. Therefore, Caldwell suggests 
that the most potent force for fertility change in 
developing countries is the proportion of the society 
receiving some schooling rather than the average 
duration of schooling among those who have attended 
school.
Since the status of women at home and in a society 
in Korea was improved in the process of modernization,
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their family size has been one of the important matters which 
needed cooperation between husband and wife. The wife's 
education, especially when she has the initiative in 
decision-making about the size of family, can have a 
strong influence on fertility behavior.
3.5 RELIGION AND FERTILITY
In Table 3-2, standardization of fertility based 
on all women by marital duration is likely to depress 
the differentials by religion. Standardized average 
number of CEB indicates that the fertility of the no 
religion group, which shows the highest fertility 
level among religious groups, is 16 percent higher than 
that of Catholic group, which shows the lowest fertility 
level. Comparing to the greater differences of the 
number of CEB by the categories of residence and marital 
duration groups and by the categories of level of 
education and marital duration groups, the differences 
by the categories of religion and marital duration 
groups are slight. In contrast with other social and 
economic backgrounds the differential fertility among 
religious groups is very much reduced as shown in Table
3-2.
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According to Goldscheider (1971:272-275), three 
hypotheses describe the influence of religion in the 
fertility differentials; (1) the characteristics hypo­
thesis (2) the particularized theology hypothesis and 
C3) the minority group status hypothesis which is most 
prevalent for explaining religious differentials in 
fertility in the Western countries in general. However, 
those who are affiliated with a particular religion 
may differ in education, occupation and urban-rural 
residence from other religious groups in Korea. This 
feature, mentioned above, has links with the charac­
teristics hypothesis described by Goldscheider.
In the study of fertility differentials by 
religion in greater Bombay, Rele and Kanitkar (1977:382) 
concluded that the Zoroastrians had the lowest and 
the Muslim and "others" the highest fertility. The 
Hindus and Christians were in between these two extremes, 
with more or less similar average fertility.
Yaukey (1961:78-81) found evidence of substantial 
differentials in fertility in Lebanon between Moslem and 
Christian women. He recognized that such differentials 
reflected not only religion but also other differences 
in social and economic conditions between adherents of 
the two religious groups. From surveys conducted in 
other countries, it has been found that belief in a
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religious faith is correlated with higher fertility 
and that belief in certain religions is even more highly 
correlated. However, in Korea with its relatively 
weak religious background, the influence of religion 
on fertility is weak. Although religion does not 
influence birth control directly, the indirect influ­
ences, which originate from the influence of religion 
in special situations as mentioned in Chapter 2, 
which occur in the process of acceptance of a religion 
can not be disregarded.
For India, Siddh (1974:239) observed that Muslim
/
fertility was higher than Hindu fertility. He could 
not explain the differences in fertility by religion 
without consideration of occupation, income and education 
of the religious groups. No doubt, these explanations 
are also applicable to Korean ever married women, 
which is one of the reasons why religion has not been 
considered as an important factor affecting fertility
in Korea.
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3.6 HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION AND FERTILITY
Occupation is widely used as a criterion for 
classifying individuals into different social strata.
In the developed countries, during the period of 
fertility decline, lower fertility was found to be 
associated with the professional classes, white-collar 
workers, and urban industrial workers, while relatively 
high fertility was observed to be associated with the 
primary industries, particularly agriculture and mining 
(’United Nations, 1973: 100).
Ritchey et al (1971:375) and Kupinsky (1977:357) 
found that the relationship between fertility and 
occupation was basically inverse if the occupations 
were regarded as being ranked with professional at the 
top. Among various reasons advanced to explain the 
lower fertility of women whose husbands are professional 
or clerical workers are; increased awareness and use 
of contraceptives, role conflict and greater contact 
with rational values and attitudes (Glick, 1967).
Differentials by husband's occupation in Table 
3-2 shows markedly large average numbers of CEB to 
agricultural workers; this clearly reflects their 
exclusively rural background. In Table 3-2, the stan­
dardized fertility based on all women shows clearly
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an inverse relationship between fertility and occupation. 
The fertility of professional workers is 8 percent 
lower than that of sales and service workers and the 
fertility of sales and service workers is 19 percent 
lower than that of agricultural workers, according 
to standardized fertility.
According to the KNFS first country report 
(EPE, 1978: 84-5), when the wife's educational level 
is taken account, those whose husbands are in agri­
culture tend to have the highest fertility with 
each educational category. Within each occupational 
category, education makes a considerable difference.
And the fertility differential by husband's occupation 
are smallest for those residing in urban areas and 
largest for those residing in rural areas.
3.7 ECONOMIC STATUS AND FERTILITY
In this study, a classification of respondents 
by the number of items of certain kinds of material 
property owned by their households is used as a 
crude index of relative economic status, as explained 
in the previous chapter. However, there is no
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analysis of fertility differentials by the ownership 
of material property in the KNFS first country report.
Studies of the relationship between economic 
status and fertility in more developed countries 
have shown various patterns; strongly negative,
"J" shaped, "U" shaped and positive relationships 
(United Nations, 1973:99-100). Historically, there 
has been inverse rather than a positive relationship 
between economic status and fertility in the Western 
countries during the period of urbanization and 
industrialization (United Nations, 1953).
Stokes (1973:303-304) found sizeable and consis­
tent differences in the fertility between high status 
and low status in the study on socio-economic differ­
entials in fertility from the data on ever married in 
Lexington, Kentucky, United States. Khalifa (1973: 
435) found, using the ownership of material property 
as an index of economic status, that the level of 
fertility had a positive relationship with economic 
status in the study on the fertility differentials 
in Egypt. Sharma (1975), analyzing data from a 1966 
survey in urban areas of Morocco, found a negative 
relationship between number of material objects
owned and number of CEB for women.
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The results in Table 3-2 do not show a clear 
relationship between economic status and fertility. 
With the length of marital duration, the association 
of the number of CEB between the categories of owner­
ship of material property changes irregularly. Only 
the association between the number of CEB and owner­
ship of material property for all women shows an 
inverse "U" shaped relationship, according to the 
standardized average. However, Park (1978:141) found 
a negative relationship between ownership of material 
property and CEB in the study on urbanization and 
fertility in Korea.
Such diversity of apparent relationships may be 
due partly to shortcomings of the measures of income 
and the imperfectness of material property as an 
indicator of economic status as well as to the 
differences in the conditions and characteristics of 
the populations observed. However, in this study, 
it should be recalled that the material property 
scores are not comparable among the respondents, 
because the items of property considered are not the 
same. Moreover, other social and economic variables 
correlated with material property ownership may 
intervene in the relationship with fertility.
CHAPTER 4
FAMILY PLANNING AND FERTILITY
4.1 INTRODUCTION
In the previous chapter, the level of fertility 
and fertility differentials among socio-economic vari­
ables was explained. The present chapter is concerned 
with family planning as one of the intermediate vari­
ables affecting fertility. Induced abortion, also one of 
the intermediate variables affecting fertility, will be 
discussed in the next chapter. The main objective of 
tnis chapter is to examine whether the practice of 
family planning among the KNFS respondents differs 
according to their socio-economic background, and to 
determine to what extent the different practice of
family planning explains the observed fertility differ­
entials .
ihe traditional period in Korea covers the develop­
ment of a national feudalistic structure with a king 
ruling ^rom the capital. The base of this society was 
the feudal land holder and the lower classes who lived 
and worked on his land. The ideal upper-class family
was xarge, with many sons, perhaps in earlier days 
because of the need for persons to work the soil, and 
m  later periods because the feudal families wanted 
sons to enter the civil service and so gain power 
and influence.
A positive attitude toward high fertility,especially 
to get many sons in a family, has been found in the 
tradional period in Korea. Despite the social backing 
for high fertility, there are traditional stories 
tiiat suggest abortion and contraception. Herbs we re 
evidently used for this, but the particular methods 
are not recorded and did not make a deep impression 
on the people.
The term 'family planning" has a variety of usages, 
Iu reiers to the deliberate effort of couples or indi­
viduals to regulate fertility by delaying or spacing 
births and limiting their numbers (Mauldin et al., 
1975:1-2). In recent days, family planning has been 
implemented by formal government policy, as in Korea.
In a narrow sense, family planning would be used as a 
contraception method to decrease fertility in develop­
ing countries, which refers to the appliance and ste­
roid methods of preventing conception including the 
natural methods and sterilization (Lucas, 1980:75).
As mentioned earlier in Chapter 1, the National Family 
Planning Program has been carried out to control popula­
tion growth and to achieve both economic and social 
welfare, since 1962 in Korea. Thus, the term family 
planning has been known as contraception in Korea, 
although both of those terms are different from 
each other in a strict sense.
4.2 KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING
The expansion of the National Family Planning 
Program and the change in socio-economic and cultural 
conditions have brought about great changes in the 
knowledge of women about contraception. Family plann­
ing was a "taboo" in the traditional way of thinking 
in Korea. After adoption of the program in the eco­
nomic development plan in 1962, according to Freedman 
(1976:22-23), the National Family Planning Program 
was ranked as an important and strong program, and the 
experience was similar to that of Taiwan in many res­
pects. Since the program was adopted, the proportion 
of married women with some knowledge of family planning 
has risen to over 90 percent (Ahn, 1974:13). Song 
(1975:373) found 89 percent of young unmarried women 
were favorable to the idea of family planning in a 
study on family planning in Korea.
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The family planning methods asked about in the 
KNFS were the pill, loop, condom, injection, male and 
female sterilization, diaphragm, tampon, sponge, 
vasectomy, foam tablet, withdrawl, rhythm, douche, 
abstinence and water washing. As shown in Appendix 
B Table 3 ,97 percent of all ever-married women have
knowledge of at least one contraceptive method.
There are very slight differences in the prevalance 
of knowledge by socio-economic variables, and among 
marital duration groups, with the longest marital 
duration group, the least educated and rural women 
tending to have low’er levels of knowledge than other 
groups. However, these differentials are not suffi­
ciently marked to be of much practical importance.
For instance, even among women aged 45-49, or those 
with no schooling, over 90 percent have heard of at 
least one method.
4.3 PRACTICE OF FAMILY PLANNING
4.3.1. GENERAL TREND OF FAMILY PLANNING PRACTICE
In the late 1950s demographic findings began 
to show that Korea was caught up in a population boom 
in spite of the losses of the Korean War (1950-53). 
The old Japanese Law against abortion remained on the
books and the distribution of contraceptives was for­
bidden at that time. Early in 1961 leaders of the 
nation were given startling reports of the population 
problem and its importance to Korea: the small gain
in economic growth had been more than cancelled by 
population growth (Kim et al., 1972:42) . Korea had 
not been able to maintain a constant living standard 
for her increasing population. Therefore, the govern­
ment initiated the Family Planning Program as an 
important part of the 5 year economic development plan 
in 1962. The effects of the program on the fertility 
decline has been remarkably successful since that time 
as mentioned above.
The practice rate of family planning provides a 
very useful indicator in measuring the progress of 
contraception. The more Koreans practice family planning 
the more fertility will be reduced. As shown in Table 
4-1, the ever users of family planning have been 
increasing in number every year. In 1964, the ever users 
were 12 percent and 57 percent in 1974, which is a 5 fold 
increase from 1964 to 1974. Also, current use has 
increased from 9 percent in 1964 to 46 percent in 1974.
This trend results from the effective implementation 
of the National Family Planning Program and the rapid 
economic development since 1962, as mentioned in Chapter 1.
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Table 4-1 Family planning practice 
(1964-1974)
rate by year
Year
Percent 
ever users
Percent 
current users
1964 (1) 12 9
1965 22 16
1966 27 20
1967 28 20
1971 44 25
1973 55 36
1974 (2) 57 46
Source: (1) Song et al., 1974:86
(2) The KNFS subset
4.3.2 EVER AND CURRENT USE OF FAMILY PLANNING
Although it is common to base estimates 
prevalence of current use of contraception on all 
ever married women or currently married women, analy­
tical precision is enhanced if women who are unexposed 
to the risk of conception are excluded. Accordingly,data 
are for currently married pregnant wo me n who considered 
themselves to be fecund plus currently married women 
whose husbands, or who themselves, have been sterilized 
for contraceptive purposes. The inclusion of this
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Table 4-2 Percentage of all currently married women
who have ever used any method of family 
planning by socio-economic background 
and marital duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic Marital duration in years
Standard
background 0 - 9  10-19 20-29 30 + All ized
ALL WOMEN 43.9 73.6 58.4 24.8 56.5 56. 5
(Number) (1088) (1193) (689) (100) (3070)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 42.3 67.5 59.8 27.6 53.6 52.5
Urban 52.8 80.0 56.6 20.1 59.2 59 . 3
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 41.5 61.6 49 . 3 23. 4 46.5 47.9
Primary school 44.6 73.4 63.3 25.0 57.8 55.8
Middle shcool 47.3 83.8 70.0 33.3 58.5 62.0
High school 59 .9 85.6 59.5 NA 65. 4 1 2. 4
College or higher 73.7 93.9 NA NA 77.7 -
RELIGION
None 46.4 70.2 56.0 23.0 53.9 53.8
Buddhist 52.3 75.6 59 . 4 25.4 58.8 58.8
Protestant 53.1 85.1 69.1 27.3 63.8 64.2
Catholic 60.0 8 3.3 56.5 NA 63.5 70.9
Other NA 84.0 76.0 NA 71.4 -
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never worked NA NA NA NA 31.5
Agricultural 41.6 65.0 55.6 25.8 51.4 50.5
Manual 45.6 77.6 59.8 26.4 56.1 56.8
Sales and service 51. 4 78.5 59.0 19.6 59.3 58.9
Clerical 56.8 80.6 57.7 NA 61.3 68.8
Professional 63.5 86.1 72.6 NA 70.2 77.6
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 41.4 66.4 47.1 19.5 47. 8 48.5
Middle 52.7 76.5 64.5 27.2 60.6 60.5
High 70.3 86.2 72.6 NA 75. 7 80 . 8
Note: *Standardized percentage distribution based on the
distribution of all women in the sample by marital 
duration.
NA: Less than 20 sample size
Source: The data subset
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Table 4-3 Percentage of "exposed" women who are currently 
using family planning by socio-economic back­
ground and marital duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
background
Marital duration in years 
0-9 10-19 20-29 30 + All
Stan­
dardized
ALL WOMEN 34.2 57.5 51.1 42.0 45.7 45.7
(Number) (593) (798) (348) (29)(1768)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 27.9 49.2 50.5 48.1 42.0 40.7
Urban 37.8 66.1 52.0 NA 48.9 53.5
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 20.6 46.7 49.0 40.4 44.5 36.0
Primary school 30.5 54.8 50.0 40.0 43.4 42.7
Middle school 33.9 70.9 60.8 NA 46. 3 55. 5
High school 43.9 77.4 62.5 NA 52.7 62.8
College or higher 53.1 84. 4 NA NA 62.9 -
RELIGION 32.5 54.0 48.6 40.5 42.9 43.0
Buddhist 34.3 61.6 52.9 41.7 48. 4 47.0
Protestnat 40.0 66.7 60.0 NA 52.7 56.7
Catholic 46. 5 68.9 66.7 NA 57.3 62.2
Other NA 47.8 NA NA 42.0 -
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked NA NA NA NA 38.8 -
Agricultural 25.8 46.5 44.6 42.9 39. 8 37.3
Manual 31.0 59.4 50.3 NA 43. 1 47.5
Sales and service 36.3 65.5 60.6 NA 50.5 54 . 7
Clerical 42.5 64.3 59.0 NA 50 . 1 56. 8
Professional 49.2 76.6 70.4 NA 61.5 67.0
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 29.3 50.0 43.6 NA 38.6 41.8
Middle 36.0 59.6 52.4 44.7 47.7 47.2
High 54.2 74.6 69.0 NA 66. 3 68. 3
Note: * Standardized percentage based on the distribution
of all women in the sample by marital duration 
NA: Less than 20 sample size
Source: The data subset
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latter group stems from the view that sterilization 
is akin to contraception and that sterilized couples 
may be considered as exposed current users. Thus,the 
exposed women differ from the fecund women only in the 
exclusion of the currently pregnant.
Each respondent of the KNFS was asked to report 
any method of family planning she or her husband had 
ever used and currently used. Tables 4-2 and 4-3 show 
the wide-spread use of family planning in Korea.
Nearly 60 percent of currently married women have used 
at least one of the contraceptive methods and nearly 
50 percent were using at least one method at the time 
of the survey, or have been sterilized for contracep­
tive purpose.
As shown in Table 4-2, the highest proportion of 
ever users and current users is in the category of 
10-19 years marital duration. The lowest proportion 
of ever users is observed in the category 30 years or 
over duration of marriage, while the lowest proportion 
of current users is found in the category less than 
10 years marital duration. These trends indicate that 
the women of the longest marriage duration may be 
infecund and that the diffusion of family planning is 
fairly recent in Korea, while the women of short 
marital durations are willing to give birth when they
are young.
5 3
Chung et al (1972:182-183) found higher levels 
family planning practice for urban residents in Korea. 
Similary, as in Tables 4-2 and 4-3, the percentage 
of ever and current users is lower among the women in 
rural than in urban areas by the standardized propor­
tions. Knodel et al (1973:234-235) found that urban- 
rural differentials of ever use of family planning were 
sharp in the study on fertility and family planning 
among urban and rural women in Thailand. He observed 
that only 15 percent of women living in the country 
side reported ever having used a contraceptive method 
in contrast to 37 percent in provincial towns and 42 
percent in Bankok-Thonburi. He explained that urban- 
rural differentials were related,in large part, to a 
lack of access to family planning information and 
services in rural areas. The drastic decline of 
fertility in rural areas was due mainly to a strong 
family planning consiousness and practice in the early 
1970s in Korea (Moon et al, 1973:74-75).
Stoeckel (1975:399) asserted that since declines 
in fertility had historically been associated with 
rapid economic development, a fertility differential 
characterized by lower and more rapidly declining 
fertility in the urban than the rural population could 
be expected in the study on di f f erentials in fertility.
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family planning practice and family size values in 
South Korea. He explained the differentials by 
the greater initial receptivity to, and the greater 
practice of, family planning among the urban and more 
educated segments of the population.
In countries just beginning their family planning 
programs, extensive information, education, and commu­
nication activities may be of vital importance (Park 
et al., 1977:75). For countries such as Korea that 
have relatively well-developed family services, impro­
ving the availability of family planning may be a more 
important factor affecting the rate of practice of 
family planning.
According to Cochrane (1979:133-135) family 
planning practice can increase with education for 
various reasons; First, the more educated appear to 
have greater natural fertility and generally higher 
rates of survival for their children. Second, ideal 
and desired family size tend to be inversely related 
to education. Third, the more educated have a better 
attitude toward and knowledge of family planning. 
Fourth, the more educated people tend to be more ratio­
nal in their behavior.
Tables 4-2 and 4-3 show a-direct relationship 
between the practice of family planning and level of 
education. The percentage differential of rate of ever 
user by level of education is 40 percent and that of 
current user is 29 percent between the no school group 
and college or higher level of education group.
This confirms the findings of several studies that 
a direct association exists between practice of family 
planning and level of education (Speare et al., 1973: 
323-334; Caldwell, 1975).
There was a decline in urban-rural differentials 
of family planning practice during the last decade in 
Korea (Repetto, 1979:84). However, the education com­
ponent contributed to the larger differentials, indi­
cating that the urban and outlying areas were diver­
ging with respect to modernization. This may be due, 
in part, to migration of educated women to urban areas 
in the process of rapid urbanization as mentioned in 
Chapter 2.
Caldwell et al (1973:55) observed the rate of 
family planning usage of Catholic women was lower than 
that of non-Catholic women in the findings of the 
Melbourne Family Survey. Harewood (1973:36-37) also 
found religious differentials in family planning usage,
that the proportion of contraceptive use was highest 
for Protestants in the analysis of the Family Planning 
Survey in Trinidad and Tobago late in 1970 and early 
in 1971. In general, the religious group differentials 
in family planning practice are wide in Western coun­
tries (Ling, 1969:53-60). Tables 4-2 and 4-3 show the 
percentage differentials of religious groups by usage 
of family planning are slight. Catholic and Protestant 
women in Korea tend to practice family planning more 
than those of the "other" religion category. Although 
the slight differences reflect the attitudes of religion 
towards family planning in Korea, as discussed in 
Chapter 2, this differential reflects the interrelation­
ship between religious group and current residence and 
educational attainment. There is nothing against family 
planning in religious doctrine in practice in Korea, 
because of its typical introduction of religion and the 
prevailing Confucian thought of the people as discussed 
in Chapter 2.
The differentials according to the occupation of 
husband are more marked than those of religion (see 
Tables 4-2 and 4-3). The professional group has the 
highest level of family planning practice, and there is 
a consistent difference between the clerical, sales 
and service, and manual groups by the standardized 
proportion. Wives of husbands with agricultural jobs
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are observed to have the lowest level of family 
planning usage. These differentials also reflect 
the interrelationship between husband's occupation 
and educational level and urban-rural residence, 
as discussed in Chapter 2.
Kim (1974:652-653) observed a direct relationship 
between practice of family planning and economic 
status, using ownership of material property as an 
indicator of economic status, in the study of family 
planning practices as correlates of fertility in 
Korea. Tables 4-2 and 4-3 confirm that levels of 
family planning practice are directly associated 
with the economic status.
4.4 FERTILITY DIFFERENTIALS OF NEVER USERS
In this analysis, an attempt is being made to present 
fertility differentials among the never users of any 
family planning methods, based on the data subset from 
KNFS of currently married women. As shown in Table 
3-2 and 4-4, about 43 percent among the total number 
of women are never users of family planning. More 
than half of the women in the recently married group
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Table 4-4 Average number of children ever born for never 
user of family planning by socio-economic back­
ground and marital duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic Marital duration in years
Standar-
background
0-9 10-19 20-29 30 + All di zed
ALL WOMEN 1.45 3.72 4.71 6.13 3.14 3.14
(Number) (1137) (429) (490) (304) (2360)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 1.52 5.13 5.50 6.51 3.75 3.83
Urban 1.40 3.01 3.75 5.59 2.51 2.70
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 2.17 4.41 5.13 6. 43 5.17 3. 80
Primary school 1.58 3.69 4.62 5.66 2.89 2. 75
Middle school 1.21 2.25 3.43 5.13 1.63 2.29
High school 1.08 2.13 2.67 NA 1. 35 1.79
College or higher 1.12 NA NA NA 1.26 -
RE LI GI ON
None 1. 47 3.86 4.94 6. 40 3. 18 3. 30
Buddhist 1.47 3. 43 4.40 5. 85 3.29 3.0 2
Protestant 1. 32 3.57 3. 87 5. 42 2.51 2 . 85
Catholic 1.26 2.75 4.70 NA 2.86 2 . 55
Other NA NA NA NA 3.50 -
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never worked NA NA NA NA 2.23
Agricultural 1.66 4.20 5.51 6.69 4.25 3.63
Manual 1.49 3.51 4.22 5.40 2.55 2.98
Sales and service 1. 30 3.25 3.88 5.68 2.50 2.77
Clerical 1.22 2.84 3.70 NA 2.26 2.57
Professional 1.33 2.85 3.12 NA 2.18 2.24
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 1.39 3.73 4.73 6.00 3.08 3. 16
Middle 1. 52 3.82 4.83 6.23 3.22 3.28
High 1.53 2.75 3.75 NA 2.94 2.44
Note: NA: less than 20 sample size
*Standardized average number of CEB based on distri­
bution of all women in the sample by marital duration
Source: The data subset
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(0-9 years) turned out to be never users of family 
planning.
In Table 4-4, the average number of CEB for the 
never users residing in rural areas is 30 percentage 
points higher than those in urban areas. Reviewing 
differentials by level of education, the number of 
CEB for the never users in the category of no school
is 53 percent higher than those in the category 
of high school. The differences are small in recently 
married groups but widen with length of marriage.
Compared to fertility differentials of the total 
respondents by current residence and level of education, 
those of the never users of family planning are also 
significant as shown in Tables 3-2 and 4-4.
The fertility of the "none" religious group is 
highest, while that of the Catholic group is lowest among 
the categories of religion. The difference between 
the former and the latter is 23. In contrast to 
the percentage differences of the total respondents 
by religious categories, those of the never users of 
family planning are greater, as shown in Tables 3-2 
and 4-4. The highest fertility of the never users is 
found in the category of agricultural workers among 
husband's occupational categories, while the lowest 
in the category of professional workers. The percentage
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difference between them is 38. The differences are 
also greater than those of total respondents by 
husband's occupational categories (see Tables 3-2 
and 4-4). The results of Table 4-4 show an inverse 
"U" shape relationship between the categories of 
material property as do the results of Table 3-2.
Compared to the results of Table 3-2, the 
differences of total respondents and the never users 
of family planning by current residence and educational 
attainment are similar and substantial, but those 
by religion and husband's occupation are not similar 
and substantial. In this analysis, it is supposed 
that the fertility decline in Korea has been attributed 
to not only family planning practice but also the 
other factors which are closely related with moderni­
zation of the society.
As discussed in Chapter 2, urbanization and 
"education fever" have been major characteristics 
of the modernization process in Korea. The women, 
who reside in urban area, are easily able to facili­
tate family planning methods and abortion. The school 
has instructed the students that small family size 
is convenient to adjust themselves to the new moder­
nized society. The traditional value of large family
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size has been challenged by the government population 
policy designed to reduce the population growth rate. 
The value of children to the family also has been 
changed, as the dominant agricultural structure gave 
way to an industrial structure, owing to the success­
ful economic development of Korea. Today, nuclear 
family whose children are two or three, is prevalent 
in the society. Thus, modernization contributes 
to the fertility decline in Korea, as well as family 
planning practice and induced abortion.
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CHAPTER 5
INDUCED ABORTION AND FERTILITY
5.1 INTRODUCTION
In the previous chapter, socio-economic differentials 
in family planning usage affecting fertility were exa­
mined. The present chapter examines socio-economic differ­
entials in the practice of induced abortion affecting 
fertility. The analytical approach in this chapter is 
similar to the previous chapter. The main objective of 
this chapter is to examine whether the practice of 
induced abortion among the KNFS respondents differs 
according to their socio-economic background, and, if so, 
to determine to what extent the differential practice 
of induced abortion explains the observed fertility 
differentials.
Induced abortion can be conceptualized as a means 
of fertility control related to contraceptive use. As 
such, it is defined either as a supplement or as an 
alternative to contraception. As a supplementary measure, 
abortion could be considered as a secondary means of 
regulating fertility, a backstop to contraceptive failure. 
But if employed as an alternative to contraception, 
abortion becomes a primary means of birth prevention 
CMc Cormick, 1975:1-2). Induced abortion and contraception
7 3
are interrelated, with contraceptive use more likely to 
be associated with abortion than non use of contraception. 
The mechanism postulated as linking these two methods 
of regulating fertility is the extent of motivation to 
prevent unwanted births. Contraceptively experienced 
women are expected to be more receptive to alternative 
methods, such as abortion, to prevent future pregnancy. 
Generally, induced abortion has been accepted as a 
birth control method terminating unwanted pregnancies 
and a backstop for contraceptive failure in Korea.
The practice of contraception and abortion share 
the common purpose of birth control, while differences 
exist in their nature and process. If the practice of 
contraception is an active measure of prevention to 
conception, abortion can be a means of post pregnancy 
control for birth control purposes. The use or non use 
of contraception is one of the conception variables 
among the intermediate variables affecting fertility, 
while abortion is one of the gestation variables, accord­
ing to Davis and Blake (1956:211-212).
5.2 CHANGING TRENDS
In spite of legal, social, ethical and health 
constraints, induced abortion has been increasing since 
1960. Estimated numbers of induced abortions performed 
in Korea are shown in Table 5-1. In 1960, the numbers
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Table 5-1 Estimated number of induced abortions,
births averted by abortion and the impact
of abortion on the CBR (1960-1970)
Year
Estimated No of 
abortions
No of births 
Averted by 
abortion
Impact of abortion 
in reducing CBR
1960 86,021 36,989 1.5
1962 119 ,949 51,578 2.0
1964 179,818 77,321 2. 8
1965 240,725 103,512 3.6
1967 272,173 117,034 4.0
1969 299,941 128,974 4.2
1970 331,985 142,754 4.5
Source: Hong, 1974:94
of births averted by abortion v/as estimated at 36,989 
and had almost doubled by 1964, tripled by 1967 and 
quadrupled by 1970.
A review of the trend by age indicates that the 
proportion of women who have ever experienced abortion 
(regardless of the number of abortions) increases with 
age up to the age group 35-39 and then falls away slightly 
as shown in Table 5-2. By standardized percentage, the 
proportion of women who have ever experienced abortion 
increases gradually from 27 percent in 1971 to 30 percent
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Table 5-2 Percentage of ever married women who have ever 
experienced induced abortion by age(1971-1973)
Age 1971(1) 1973(2) 1974 (3)
25 11 10 11
25-29 18 19 24
30-34 30 29 35
35-39 38 43 41
40-44 33 40 37
Total 26 30 30
*Standardized 27 29 30
Note: *Standardized percentage based on the number of
women in the sample by age group.
Sources: (1) Moon, 1972:93
(2) Song, 1974:170
(3) The KNFS subset
in 1974. This trend has been created largely by legali­
zation of induced abortion and the widely accepted small 
family norm in the process of modernization as discussed 
in Chapter 2.
In articles 269 and 270 of the Penal Code, induced 
abortion was defined as an illegal procedure. On the 
other hand, it was widely practiced in the large cities.
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In early 1973, the enactment of the Maternal and 
Child Health Law repealed pertinent articles of the Penal 
Code with resultant legalization of induced abortion in 
Korea.
It is clear that where induced abortion has been 
legalized for social reasons as well as for economic 
ones it has affected a remarkable reduction in popula­
tion growth, as evidenced, for example, by the fact that the 
natural increase rate in Japan in the post war period 
since the Eugenic Protective Law was enacted, declined 
to less than 1 percent per annum. It is also impressive 
to note that the birth rate in Rumania under the per­
missive abortion law had declined to 14.3 per 1,000 
population by 1966; when the law was reversed the birth 
rate rose to 26.3 in 1968 (Hong, 1974:360). It is 
obvious that induced abortion in the face of lack of 
widespread contraceptive practice plays a major 
antinatalistic role.
5.3 ATTITUDES TOWARD INDUCED ABORTION
Abortion, as mentioned above, can be viewed as 
a method to prevent unwanted births in two distinct, 
though related ways as a primary or secondary means of 
fertility control. In the primary sense, contraceptives
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are not used to avoid the pregnancy in the first place 
but, once conception has occurred, the control of 
births is regulated by abortion. For example, Valaoras 
et al (1970:290) observed the trend of women in Greece 
to use contraceptives to regulate the births of their first 
two to three children, after which they abandon con­
traceptives and rely on abortion to limit their family 
size.
Abortion as a secondary means of fertility control, 
on the other hand, implies a primary reliance upon con­
traception, with abortion resorted to in the event of 
contraceptive failure. In these circumstances, abortion- 
serves as a backstop measure. Tietze (1970:121) found 
such abortion was accepted more generally than the use 
of abortion in a primary sense. Unfortunately, the 
present study can not classify the attitude toward 
abortion into primary or secondary means of fertility 
control, due to limited data from the KNFS, in which 
the respondents were asked their general opinion about 
a woman getting an abortion.
In Korea, many changes have occurred in knowledge 
and attitude towards induced abortion, as abortion became 
more prevalent. Of the ever married women, 48 percent 
replied that they are in favour of induced abortion, and 
about 33 percent expressed objections. Approval of
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abortion has become more widespread throughout Korea 
in recent years. For instance, about 33 percent of a 
national sample of ever married women in the reproduc­
tive ages disapproved of abortion in the KNFS 1974, 
as compared to as much as 45 percent of a similar 
sample of women in 1971 (KIFP, 1974:158). In other 
words, public opinion on abortion seems to be gradually 
growing more favourable.
Unlike the direct relationship between the family 
planning practice rate and socio-economic status as dis­
cussed above, Table 5-3 shows that approval of abortion 
is inversely related with the socio-economic status.
In Korea, about 90 percent of the women believed that 
induced abortion is harmful to health and two thirds 
of women who had experienced abortions reported guilt 
feelings (Hong, 1974:158). However, in her 
international inventory of information on induced 
abortion, Moore-Cavar (1974:119) found that those who 
approved of contraception tend also to approve of 
abortion. Girard and Zucker obtained similar results 
in France; opposition to abortion was positively related 
to opposition to contraception (Moore, 1971:134).
The reverse relationship between the attitude 
toward abortion and type of residence is found in the 
result of Table 5-3. The percentage in favor of abortion
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Table 5-3 Percentage distribution of ever married women 
according to general opinion on induced 
abortion by socio-economic background, Korea, 
1974
Socio-economic
background
Approve Neutral Disapprove Don' t 
Know
Total
ALL WOMEN 47.7 14.2 32.9 5.1 100.0
(Number) (2590) (1789) (773) (279) (5430)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 51.1 12.9 28.6 7.4 100.0
Urban 44.6 15.5 36.9 3.0 100.0
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 51.3 11.4 25.9 10.9 100.0
Primary school 52.3 13.7 29.6 4. 4 100.0
Middle school 41.7 17.9 37.6 2.8 100.0
High school 29.1 17.5 52.2 1.2 100.0
College or higher 31.7 12.9 54.7 0.7 100.0
RELIGION
None 43.5 14.2 30.8 6.5 100.0
Buddhist 49.2 15.3 32.9 2.6 100.0
Protestant 42.7 12.1 41. 4 3.8 100.0
Catholic 39. 4 14.8 43.3 2.5 100.0
Other 43.0 12.5 41.7 2. 8 100.0
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never worked 39.5 21.1 28.9 10.5 100.0
Agricultural 52.9 11.6 26.7 8.8 100.0
Manual 46.6 15.1 34.7 3. 6 10C .0
Sales and service 44.8 16.8 34.7 3.7 100.0
Clerical 44 . 1 15.3 37.9 2.7 100.0
Professional 41.4 15.3 42.7 0.6 100.0
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 47.1 15.0 30.7 7.2 100.0
Middle 48.7 13.7 33. 4 4.2 100.0
High 43.5 14.0 41. 3 1.2 100.0
Source: The data subset
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is slightly higher for rural residents than for urban 
residents, and the percentage of objection is rather 
lower in rural areas.
In previous studies, generally in developing 
countries, the extent to which a woman finds abortion 
acceptable has been found to be directly associated 
with her educational achievement (Ryder, 1971:276-277).
It has been assumed that the development of such atti­
tudes is part of a generalized liberalization that is 
associated with the educational process itself. However, 
the attitude toward abortion in this study, is inversely 
associated with the educational attainment of the KNFS 
respondents (see Table 5-3). As level of education 
increases, the rates of approval decrease and the rates 
of objection increase in general. The differentials 
of approval and disapproval by education are outstanding 
compared to those by other socio-economic groups. In 
general abortion represents a personal, ethical and 
moral dilemma for a woman in Korea.
It is well known that an individual's religious 
commitment is closely associated with her attitudes 
toward induced abortion. Studies have shown that the 
more liberal attitudes toward abortion tend to be held 
by non-Catholic women as well as the less religious 
(Finner, 1969, Harter, 1967). Religious denominations
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differ markedly in the way in which they interpret 
the nature of the fetus and, consequently, the extent 
to which they will sanction abortion.
The traditional interpretation of the Catholic 
Church has condemned induced abortion under any circums­
tances. Considering fetal life to be human life, the 
Church has maintained that abortion is a violation of 
the fundamental sacredness of life (McCormick, 1957:57). 
Table 5-3 shows that Catholic women are less likely to 
approve and more likely to object to abortion than 
non-Catholic women. The differences by religion are 
not substantial. One of the reasons is derived from 
the habit of religious syncretism in Korea, as discussed 
above.
The women whose husbands are agricultural workers 
are more likely to approve of abortion than those whose 
husbands are in other occupations (see Table 5-3).
This inverse relationship with occupational status 
could be found in the differences by economic status.
The women at the higher level of economic status are 
reported to be less favorable to abortion.
However, in the United States those women 
classified as having higher economic status expressed 
attitudes favourable toward abortion more frequently
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Table 5-4 Percentage distribution of ever married women 
classified by ever experienced induced abor­
tion and never experienced, according to gene­
ral opinion on induced abortion, Korea, 1974
Ever married
Approve
women
Neutral Disapprove Don't know Total
Ever experienced 50.3 
abortion
11.5 36.9 1. 3 100.0
Never experienced46.6 
abortion
15.4 31.2 6.8 100.0
Source: The data subset
than those in the lower economic status group. In view 
of those somewhat unfavorable attitudes regarding abor­
tion, it is interesting that the abortion practice rate 
has risen gradually year by year, in Korea as shown 
in Table 5-2.
Table 5-4 shows that 37 percent of women who have 
ever experienced induced abortion, express objection to 
abortion. This implies that the women who have prac­
ticed abortion, often disapprove of abortion. It can 
be also inferred that this trend is one of the reasons 
why approval of abortion is inversely related with 
socio-economic status, unlike the direct relationship 
between practice of abortion and socio-economic status
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of women as will be shown in the next section.
5.4 PRACTICE OF INDUCED ABORTION
Induced abortion was used to regulate human ferti­
lity almost from the dawn of human existence. In more 
recent times, most societies attempted to restrict the 
practice of abortion, partly on religious and moral 
grounds, but undoubtedly largely because the primitive 
methods available until relatively recently resulted 
in the death or maiming of large numbers of women.
Despite often severe penalties for abortionists and 
aborted women alike and the high risk of illness and 
death, abortion continued to be employed and to contri­
bute to declining fertility (Brackett, 1971:98). There 
are traditional stories that suggest abortion was also
practiced in Korea, with a method of herbs, as mentioned 
above.
According to Tyler (1971:132-133), there are 
several advantages to the individual woman in practising 
abortion as a means of birth control;
1. Except for sterilization and the IUD, no other birth 
prevention technique is a one-event procedure.
2. Abortion does not require the knowledge or consent
of the husband.
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3. It is coitus-independent, as are IUD's and orals.
4. Unlike nearly all contraceptives, once begun it is 
100 percent effective, although attempts may be 
unsucessful.
5. Abortion is not based on the probabilities of con­
ception, but on the certainty of a recognized 
pregnancy.
6. Abortion is the only method to avert a birth which 
may have been desired at the time of conception 
but which, due to changed circumstaces, may no 
longer be wanted.
7. Compared with mechanical and chemical means of 
contraception, abortion is technically simple.
To what extent either abortion or contraception 
is used may be determined less by individual preference 
than by availability, even though abortion has the above 
mentioned merits compared with contraception. Access 
to abortion and contraception may vary widely according 
to region, socio-economic status, local climate of 
opinion, and legal restrictions of the society.
Although induced abortion was restricted by the law 
until 1973, the incidence of abortion rose along with 
increasing use of contraception during the 1960s in Korea. 
There was little difficulty in obtaining information 
about abortion or in gaining access to a qualified medical
doctor in those days (Van der Tak, 1974:79).
Table 5-5 shows the differentials by socio­
economic background in the experience of abortion, and 
indicates similar trends to those observed in Chapter 
4 vrith regard to the practice of family planning. The 
average number of induced abortions for ever married 
women by socio-economic background and by marital duration 
is shown in Table 5-6.
In general both Tables 5-5 and 5-6 show similar 
trends in the practice of induced abortion among all 
socio-economic groups in each marital duration. Among 
married eligible women of 10-29 years marital duration 
the highest percentages of ever experienced abortion 
and the highest levels of average number of induced 
abortion are observed in Table 5-5 and 5-6. The 
differentials by marital duration are outstanding.
These trends are related to exposure to risk of
pregnancy. The women of less than 10 years of marriage 
might not have been married long enough to complete 
their family. Hong (1971:95) found in the survey in the 
Sungdong Gu district of Seoul, Korea that two-thirds 
of abortions were performed in order to limit family 
size with the majority for those over age 30.
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Table 5-5 Percentage of ever married women who report 
having had at least one induced abortion 
by socio-economic background and by marital 
duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic Marital duration in years S tandard-
background 0-9 10-19 20-29 30+ All i zed
ALL WOMEN 22.7 40.1 34.6 20.4 30 . 3 30 . 3
(Number) (504) (651) (408) (84)(1647)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 14.7 26.5 26.8 16.8 21.9 21.0
Urban 27.4 54.8 44.7 27.3 38.0 39 . 3
LEVEL OF EDUCATION 
No school 9.8 21.8 22.1 17.7 20.1 16.6
Primary school 17.8 38.9 38.0 25.0 29.5 29.0
Middle school 24.9 57.7 6 6.0 33.3 37.5 44.2
High school 32.5 63.1 45.9 NA 40.2 45.5
College or higher 39.4 72.7 NA NA 47. 4 -
RELIGION
None 21.8 35.5 29.0 17.8 27.1 27.2
Buddhist 24.2 48.6 45.4 25.4 37.1 36.2
Protestant 21.4 45.5 41.2 24.2 32.3 33.1
Catholic 26.3 50.0 32.6 NA 32.4 32.8
Other 52.9 36.0 32.0 NA 38.9 42. 5
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never worked NA NA NA NA 7.9
Agricultural 9.1 24.1 23.1 16.6 19.1 17.2
Manual 21. 7 44.4 44.4 24.2 32.1 33.6
Sales and service 30.7 53.3 44.0 23.9 39.5 39.8
Clerical 26.8 55.1 47.9 NA 38.2 40.9
Professional 34. 4 58.3 49.4 NA 43.9 45.4
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 19.9 31.1 23.0 16.7 23. 4 23.7
Middle 22.6 43.8 38.0 21. 6 32.3 32.2
High 43.8 55.9 63.2 NA 54.1 52.3
Note: *Standardized percentage based on the distribution
- of all women in the sample by marital duration
Source: The data subset
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Table 5-6 Average number of induced abortions for ever 
married women by socio-economic background 
and by marital duration, Korea, 1974
Sodio-economic Marital duration in years Standard-
background ized
0 1 VO 10-19 20-29 30 + All
ALL WOMEN 0.36 0.83 0.82 0.45 0.61 0.61
(.’Number) (2225) (1622) (1179) (404)(5430)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 0.22 0.45 0. 48 0.26 0.37 0.35
Urban 0.44 1.22 1.27 0.70 0.82 0.87
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 0.12 0.42 0 . 44 0.32 0.38 0.29
Primary school 0.28 0.75 0.93 0.52 0.58 0.58
Middle school 0.36 1.28 1.70 1.42 0.75 1.00
High school 0.54 1.65 1.22 NA 0.84 0.98
College or higher 0.73 1.73 NA NA 1.00 -
RELIGION
None 0.32 0.68 0.66 0.35 0.50 0.50
Buddhist 0.44 1.09 1.17 0.55 0.80 1.79
Protestant 0 . 33 1.06 0.96 0.67 0.68 0.71
Catholic 0.48 1.04 0.85 NA 0.68 0.75
Other 1.00 0.88 NA NA 0.72 -
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION 
Never NA NA NA NA 0.16
Agricultural 0.13 0.38 0.38 0.27 0.33 0.27
Manual 0.34 0.95 1.15 0.56 0.66 0.71
Sales and service 0.47 1.29 1.36 0.76 0.89 0.93
Clerical 0. 32 1.04 1.23 NA 0.67 0.77
Professional 0.71 1.26 1.2 4 NA 0.97 1.01
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 0.29 0.57 0.48 0.32 0.41 0.42
Middle 0.37 0.93 0.92 0.47 0.67 0.66
High 0.79 1.31 1.67 NA 1. 24 1.66
Note: * Standardized average number of induced abortion 
based on the distribution of all women in the 
sample by marital duration
Sourde: The data subset
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Younger women were more apt to be child spacing or to be 
facing economic or health difficulties. On the other hand, 
the women with more than 30 years of marriage were 
affected by the unavailability of abortion before the 
late 1950s.
The rates of ever experienced abortion and the 
average number of abortions are higher for urban residents 
than for rural residents at all marital durations 
Csee Tables 5-5 and 5-6). The differences in knowledge 
of abortion, in medical facilities and other evironments 
contribute to these differentials between urban and 
rural residents (Moon, 1972). Similar differentials 
in the practice of abortion were also found in Taiwan 
(Chow, 1970:254).
Generally the higher the educational attainment 
of women, the higher the practice of induced abortion 
in each duration of marriage, as shown in Table 5-5 
and 5-6. The results of differences indicate that the 
percentage practicing abortion among women with the 
highest level of education is more than double that 
for the women with the lowest level of education.
Similar differentials by educational attainment 
were found in post war Japan (David, 1974). It is 
expected that the practice of abortion and fertility 
behavior vary according to women's levels of education.
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The differentials are caused by the frequency of con­
traceptive failure and also by the different levels 
of knowledge and value of children held by women of 
varing educational attainment, as mentioned above.
According to McCormick (1975:57), religious groups 
seem to emphasize, with regard to induced abortion, 
two major principles; (1) the inviolability of human 
life and (2) the principle of responsible parenthood, 
based primarily on doctrine positions regarding fetal 
existence. The first position is perhaps best enunci­
ated by the Catholic Church, whose traditional inter­
pretation has condemned induced abortion under any 
circumstances. Secondly, the concept of responsible 
parenthood is more likely to be emphasized in those 
religious groups who maintain that procreation should 
be related to the total purpose of marriage and the 
situation of the family in society.
However, McCormick's interpretation of the relationship 
between abortion and religion may not be directly 
applicable to the explanation of the effect of religion on 
abortion in Korea. Both Tables 5-5 and 5-6 show that 
the prevalence of abortion among Catholic and Protes­
tants is lower than for Buddhists, but higher than for 
the women of no religion.
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These differentials are very different from the 
pattern of family planning practice as shown in Chapter 
4. It is thought that the Catholics and Protestants 
tend to prefer contraception to abortion as a means 
of birth control. These trends are supported by the 
lower levels of favorable attitudes toward abortion for 
the Catholics and Protestants, as shown in the previous 
section.
Research in general in developing countries, 
has shown a direct relationship between husband's 
occupation and experience of abortion (Ryder, 1971,
Han, 1973:45). Tables 5-5 and 5-6 show quite similar 
differentials to the above mentioned relationship 
by husband's occupation by duration of marriage. The 
highest rate of abortion practice is observed among 
those women whose husbands work in professional occu­
pations. The lower rate of abortion practice is observed 
among those women whose husbands are agricultural 
workers.
These differentials are likely to be influenced 
by compositional differences involving residence, 
education and income of households as discussed above.
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These differentials are very similar to those
observed in Chapter 4 with regard to practice of family
planning.
5.5 FERTILITY DIFFERENTIALS AND INDUCED ABORTION
PRACTICE
In European countries and Latin America abortion, 
whether legal or not, played an important role in 
lowering population growth (Van der Tak, 1974:41-50).
The Soviet Union was the first country to make abortion 
legally obtainable free of charge in 1920 (Brackett,
1971). After 1957, induced abortions were performed 
without restriction in Romania, and reached a peak 
in 1966, when the crude birth rate was 14.3. But since 
the enactment of legal measures against induced abor­
tion in October 1966, abortion declined rapidly and 
the crude birth rate rose to 26.8 in 1968 (David et 
al., 1971:84-85).
After legalization of abortion in 1949 in Japan 
abortion made a great contribution to fertility decline 
in that country. The crude birth rate in Japan decreased 
from 33.0 in 1949 to 17.5 by 1959 and the abortion rate 
increased from 9.7 to 12.5 during same period (Okazaki, 
1977:127). In Korea, the incidence of abortion also
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increased gradually after legalization in 1973.
About 260,000 births were averted by abortion and the 
induced abortion rate was revealed to be 64.4 per 
1,000 women in 1975 (KIFP, 1979:139).
As an alternative for measuring the impact of 
induced abortion on fertility, a comparison of 
fertility between the women who have ever experienced 
abortion and the women who have never experienced 
abortion is attempted in this analysis for all socio­
economic groups. Table 5-7 shows the standardized 
average number of CEB for ever married women classi­
fied by ever experienced induced abortion and never 
experienced abortion according to socio-economic 
background and percentage difference between the 
standardized numbers of CEB. The results of standar­
dized fertility for the total of all women show that 
the standardized fertility of women who have ever 
experienced abortion is 10 percent higher than that 
for women who have never experienced abortion.
These percentage differentials are much lower 
than the differentials (20 percent) by family planning 
practice as shown in Appendix B Table 4. This differ­
ential in the standardized fertility between women
Table 5-7 Standardized average number of children ever 
born for ever married women classified ever 
experienced and never experienced induced 
abortion according to socio-economic back­
ground, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
background
Ever experienced 
induced abortion
Never experienced 
induced abortion
Percentage 
difference 
o f
-standardizeobserved*standar­
dized
observed *standar-
dized
ALL WOMEN 3.86 3.86 3.47 3. 47 10.1
(Number)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 3.73 4.13 4.11 3.97 3.9
Urban 3.40 3.41 2.74 3.13 8.2
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 5.73 5.48 5.24 4.06 25.9
Primary school 4.10 3.82 3.38 3.60 5.8
Middle school 3.14 3.14 2.07 3.03 3.5
High school 2.41 2.65 1.84 2 . 42 8.6
College or 2.56 - 1.55 - -
higher
RE LI GION
None 3.80 3.75 3.54 3.68 1.9
Buddhist 4.04 3.67 3.51 3. 46 5.7
Protestant 3.74 3. 30 2.96 3.30 0.0
Catholie 3.62 - 3.07 2.94 -
Other 3.96 - 4.45 - -
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked NA - 2.31 - -
Agricultural 5.27 4.36 4.49 3.98 8. 7
Manual 3.63 3.58 2.92 3. 35 6.4
Sales and 3.36 3. 41 2. 85 3.21 5.9
service
Clerical 3. 46 3.10 2.46 2.86 7.7
Professional 3.29 3.19 2.62 2.86 10.3
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 3.75 3.55 3. 45 3.54 2. 8
Middle 3.95 3.73 3.52 3.66 3.2
High 3.72 3.32 3.25 2.92 12.0
Note: ^Standardized average number of CEB based on the
distribution of all women in the sample by mari­
tal duration
Source: The data subset
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who have ever experienced abortion and others is 
observed among all socio-economic groups except 
"other" religious group.
The effect of induced abortion of fertility 
depends upon the interaction of all reproductive 
characteristics of abortion accpetors. In general, 
the number of births averted by induced abortion 
depends on levels of fecundability, incidence of 
spontaneous pregnancy wastage, and duration of the 
infecund period following pregnancy termination 
(Sullivan, 1976:233).
Percentage difference between ever experienced 
and never experienced for urban residents is 8 percent, 
while that for rural residents is 4 percent (see Table 
5-7). The fertility of urban residents is lower for 
both ever experienced and never experienced for each 
marital duration (see Tables 5-8 and 5-9). In general, 
the longer the marital duration, the greater the 
absolute fertility difference by urban-rural residence.
It is assumed that prolonged child-bearing in rural 
areas, compared to urban areas, causes this differential.
Educational groups also show that the fertility 
of ever experienced women is higher than that of
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Table 5-8 Average number of children ever born for ever
married women who have ever experienced induced 
abortion by socio-economic background and 
by marital duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
background
Marital duration in 
0-9 10-19 20-29
years 
30 + All
*
S tandard- 
ized
ALL WOMEN 2.10 3.85 5.47 6.76 3.86 3.86
(Number) (504) (651) (408) (84) (1647)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 2.16 4.42 6.34 7.40 4.73 4.13
Urban 2.08 3.56 4.79 6.12 3.40 3. 41
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school NA 4.36 6.39 7.30 5.73 5 . 48
Primary school 2.34 4.08 5.41 6.23 4.10 3. 82
Middle school 1.99 3.50 4.82 5.50 3.14 3. 14
High school 1. 77 3.10 3.71 NA 2.41 2.65
College or higher 2.05 3.08 NA NA 2.56 -
RELIGION
None 2.09 3.89 5 . 70 6.63 3.80 3.75
Buddhist 2.21 3.84 5.15 6.71 4.04 3.67
Protestant 1. 88 3.79 5.30 NA 3.74 3. 30
Catholic 2.08 3.79 NA NA 3.62 -
Other NA
HUSBAND’S OCCUPATION
NA NA NA 3.96
Never worked NA NA NA NA NA -
Agricultural 2.53 4.61 6.46 7.16 5.27 4. 36
Manual 2.03 3.78 5.10 6.86 3.63 3.58
Sales and service 2.04 3.53 5.12 NA 3. 36 3.41
Clerical 2.12 3.69 4.15 NA 3.46 3.10
Professional 2.12 3.43 4.87 NA 3.29 3.19
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 1.85 3.97 5.93 6.76 3.75 3.55
Middle 2.22 3. 86 5.52 6.91 3.95 3.78
High 2.33 3.56 4.68 NA 3.72 3. 32
Note: *Standardized average number of CEB based on the
distribution of all women in the sample by marital 
duration
Source: The data subset
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Table 5-9 Average number of children ever born for
ever married women who have never experienced 
induced abortion by socio-economic background 
by marital duration, Korea, 1974
Socio-economic
background
Marital duration in 
0-9 10-19 20-29
years 
30 + All
*
Standard­
ized
ALL WOMEN 1.77 4.21 5.53 6.18 3.47
(Number) (1721) (971) (771) (320)
CURRENT RESIDENCE
Rural 1.86 4.54 6.26 6.55 4.11 3.97
Urban 1.71 3.64 4.28 5.49 2.74 3.13
LEVEL OF EDUCATION
No school 2.39 4.70 5.55 6. 45 5.24 4.06
Primary school 1.91 4.23 5.21 5.71 3.38 3.60
Middle school 1.58 3.39 3.97 6.88 2.07 3.03
High school 1.48 2.93 3.50 3.75 1.84 2 . 42
College or Higher 1.33 NA NA NA 1.55 -
RELIGION
None 1.76 4.33 5.46 6.44 3.5 4 3.68
Buddhist 1. 86 3.98 4.94 5.86 3.51 3. 46
Protestant 1.65 4.10 4.63 5.28 2.96 3.30
Catholic 1. 68 3.38 4.68 NA 3.07 2.94
Other NA NA NA NA 4.45
HUSBAND'S OCCUPATION
Never worked NA NA NA NA 2.31 -
Agricultural 2.00 4.61 5.90 6.70 4.49 3.9 8
Manual 1.78 4.04 4.65 5. 43 2.92 3.35
Sales and service 1.71 3.84 4.35 5.60 2.85 3.21
Clerical 1.61 3.41 4.46 NA 2.46 2.86
Professional 1.59 3.60 4.22 NA 2.62 2.86
ECONOMIC STATUS
Low 1. 70 4.25 5.16 6.08 3.45 3.54
Middle 1.82 4.27 5.42 6.22 3.52 3.66
High 1.90 3.30 4.35 NA 3.25 2.92
W
Note: *Standardized average number of CEB based on the
distribution of all women in the sample by marital 
duration
Source: The data subset
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never experienced women. The percentage differences vary 
from 4 percent for the high school category to 26 
percent for the no school category. The higher the 
educational attainment of women, the lower the ferti­
lity for both ever experienced and never experienced 
(see Tables 5-8 and 5-9). The trends were found also 
in Taiwan (Su, 1975:227).
In contrast to percentage differences caused 
by family planning practice for educational attainment 
categories, the percentage differences caused by 
abortion practice are much lower than those by family 
planning practice (see Appendix Table 4). This means 
that the better educated women are inclined to 
practice family planning rather than the less educated.
A similar pattern of fertility differentials to 
the above mentioned, between ever experienced and never 
experienced are observed in religious, husband's occupa­
tional, and economic status groups. For Catholics and 
Protestants, the percentage difference of standardized 
fertility between the users and non users of family plann­
ing is higher than the corresponding difference between 
the ever users and non users of abortion. Thus it can 
be inferred that abortion is more significant to the 
Buddhists than Christians. Following the above mentioned
9 9
comparison, the women whose husbands are professional 
workers and the women of high economic status would 
like to practice induced abortion as a means of birth 
control more than other women in the other occupational 
and economic status categories.
Induced abortion continues to be one of the major 
means of fertility control and a controversial policy 
issue in Korea. Since abortion was legalized, safe 
medical abortions have been widely available as an open 
market service. Medically safe legal abortions appear 
to be conventiently available in urban areas and easily 
accessible in rural areas.
Hong (1974:159) in the conclusion of the study on 
induced abortion in Korea, asserted that; "Abortion 
seems to delineate a turning point in the frequency and 
regularity of contraceptive use. The National Family 
Planning Program follow-up data for IUD acceptors indi­
cates that a substantial proportion (about 40 percent) 
of those pregnancies which occur subsequent to accep­
tance are aborted. Thus, improved contraceptives 
use frequently follows abortion and abortion frequently 
follows contraceptive failure. Contraception and 
abortion are complexly interrelated; they are compe­
titive methods of controlling family size but each 
offers supplementary protection to the other. They 
may be mutually stimulating as well as mutually compe-
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titive. To some but to a decreasing extent, the two 
have serviced different groups of women. Abortion 
has been most utilized in large cities and by upper 
status women".
The data shown in Table 5-7 clearly show 
that the fertility of the women who have ever experienced 
abortion is higher than that of the women who have 
never experienced abortion. This pattern was also 
found in other developing countries in the early stage 
of the expansion of induced abortion as discussed in 
Chapter 4. In India, Rele et al (1969:553) found the 
fertility of the sterilized couples was substantially 
higher than that of the non-contraceptors. Chow (1968) 
also noted in Taiwan a similar trend of fertility 
difference between IUD acceptors and non-acceptors as
mentioned above.
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CHAPTER 6
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
This chapter is devoted to a review and integra­
tion of the findings from the present study. The 
analysis of this study was primarily based on the data 
subset derived from Korean National Fertility Survey 
(.KNFS) conducted in 1974. This study has had two main 
objectives. The first was to determine the fertility 
differentials according to socio-economic background 
of the KNFS respondents who were ever married women 
and still in their first marriage. The second objec­
tive was to find explanations for the observed fertility 
differentials according to various socio-economic 
categories with regard to birth control methods.
The duration of marriage was employed as the main 
controlling factor throughout this study. The selected 
socio-economic variables used as explanatory variables 
were urban-rural residence, level of education, religion, 
husband's occupation and ownership of modern material 
property (which was used as an index of economic status). 
The indicator of fertility used in this study was 
average number of children ever born (CEB) for the 
respondents.
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Because Korea is a country which is overpopulated, 
most of the impact of rapid population growth on economic 
development and living conditions is negative.
Rapid population growth brings forth a greater demand than 
supply in the market, which induces inflation, imports 
exceeding exports, and inducement of foreign capital. 
Therefore, slowing population increase is a useful 
method to cut the vicious cycle of poverty for Korea, 
since she doesn't have abundant capital and resources.
The government initiated a population control 
policy, called the Family Planning Program, as an 
important part of the economic development plan.
In 19 73 , the Maternal and Child Health Lav; was pro­
mulgated, which provided a wider opportunity for induced 
abortion on the grounds of national, social and 
maternal health needs. These birth control methods 
have played an important role in reducing fertility.
Industrialization, urbanization and "educational 
fever" are the typical features stimulated by the 
economic development in Korea. The changes of the 
society contribute to the changes in fertility related 
norms and attitudes toward desired family size.
10 2
Due to the success of the vigorous economic develop­
ment in the process of modernization, and the efficiency 
of the family planning program, the socio-economic and 
demographic circumstances of Korea have changed rapidly 
since the early 1960. The recent dramatic decline of 
fertility took the country into the third stage of 
demographic transition.
Among the socio-economic categories, the lowest 
average CEB for currently married women has been observed 
in the following groups; urban residents, women w7ith a 
college or higher level of education, Catholics, women 
whose husbands work in professional occupations and 
women with high economic status. These lower fertility 
groups could be regarded as the most moderized section 
of the society. These women are more likely to prac­
tice family planning and induced abortion. On the 
other hand the highest average CEB has been found in 
the following groups; rural residents, women with no 
formal education, women of no religion, women whose 
husbands are agricultural workers and women with low 
economic status. These higher fertility groups could 
be considered as the less modernized sections of the 
society.
As shown in Chapter 4, there were very slight 
differences in the prevalance of knowledge of family 
planning among socio-economic groups, and 97 percent
103
of respondents had knowledge of at least one contra­
ceptive method. Usage of family planning was widespread 
in Korea. Nearly 60 percent of the women had ever 
used at least one of the contraceptive methods and 
nearly 50 percent were currently using at least one 
method. The differentials in family planning usage 
closely corresponded with the observed fertility 
differentials. It has also been shown that ever 
users of family planning had a higher fertility than 
the never users and this was found among all socio­
economic groups.
Even for the women who initiate family planning 
after achieving a higher parity, usage could still 
have an important effect on fertility, if they are 
young and capable of having more children (Freedman 
et al., 1976:2). The experiences in other developing 
countries where family planning programs are under way 
show that the women of higher parity would tend to 
use family planning. The fertility of family planning 
never users, as shown in Chapter 4, varied with the 
socio-economic background of the respondents.
The traditional values of large family size and 
son preference have been challenged by the population 
control policy in Korea. The catch-phrase "Stop at 
two, regardless of son or daughter" is evidence
10*
of this. Further, it can be inferred from Chapters 
4 and 5 that the family planning is a more important 
factor affecting fertility in Korea than induced 
abortion.
The proportion of women who had ever experienced 
induced abortion, as shown in Chapter 5, gradually 
increased after the legalization of induced abortion 
in 1973. Among respondents 30 percent had ever 
experienced induced abortion and the average number 
of induced abortions was 0.61 per women. There were 
wide variation in induced abortion practice according 
to socio-economic background. The differentials in 
the practice of induced abortion closely corresponded 
with the observed differentials in family planning 
usage.
However, the approval of abortion was inversely 
related with the socio-economic status of the res­
pondents, unlike the direct relationship between induced 
abortion practice and socio-economic status. The women 
who had practiced abortion often disapproved of it in 
principle. It was also shown that the fertility of 
the women who had ever experiences abortion was higher 
than that of the women who had never experienced
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abortion. This phenomenon was found to be true for 
all socio-economic groups. The fertility of the women 
who had ever experienced abortion differed according 
to the socio-economic background of respondents.
The women who had never experienced abortion also 
showed similar differentials in fertility among socio­
economic groups.
One of the features of the economic development 
in Korea is typically increasing urbanization, as 
shown in Chapter 2. The whole process of economic 
change, moreover, weakens the forces of traditional 
customs and beliefs. The children are usually more 
of a burden and less of an asset in an urban setting 
than in rural areas. The new norm of the small family has 
started in urban groups at the higher end of the 
socio-economic scale and has spread to smaller cities, 
lower income groups and eventually to rural areas 
(Coale, 1958:10-13). The association of urbanization 
with lower fertility levels, can be coupled with the 
fact that the fertility level is considerably lower 
for those living in urban areas compared to those in 
rural areas (Goldstein, 1973:239-240). This suggests 
that the increasing movement to urban areas may have 
the positive by-product of reducing levels of fertility
in Korea.
106
itnother feature of the economic development in 
Korea is educational development. Coale (1973) has 
usefully organized the prerequisites for fertility 
decline into three categories: (1) fertility must
be within the calculus of conscious choice of parents;
(2) reduced fertility must be advantageous to parents;
(3) effective techniques of fertility reduction must
be available. Apart from social and biological factors 
which affect fertility outside the process of con­
scious choice, the variables referred to here may be 
thought of as affecting parents' behaviour in one or 
more of these respects (Coale, 1973:64-67).
The explanations of the negative relationship 
between education and fertility lie in all three of 
Coale's categories. In the early stage of development, 
the most powerful effect of education is its role 
in helping to bring fertility within the sphere of 
conscious choice by affecting traditional values and 
attitudes, relating the individual to a culture. 
Education can alter parents' perception of the advan­
tage of smaller or larger family and may affect the 
status of women and thereby fertility. Finally, 
education may affect both attitudes towards contracep­
tion and the ability to understand and make use of 
particular contraceptive methods (Cassen, 1976:790).
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The education development, discussed in Chapter 2, 
is in itself sufficient to explain a sizable part of 
the total decline in fertility in Korea. Moreover, 
educational development has had a substantial effect 
on the ages at which women marry.
A review of differential fertility and the differ­
ential practice family planning as well as induced 
abortion according to socio-economic groups showed 
that the differentials by urban-rural residence and 
educational attainments were substantial, while the 
differentials by the other socio-economic groups were 
reflections of both current residence and educational 
attainment. In this regard, given that the process 
of urbanization and the expansion of education are 
likely to continue, further fertility decline in Korea 
can be expected.
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